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ComUUnicator
Bringing you the news of  the United Unitarian Universalist Congregation

September 2017 United UU Congregation
506 N. Washington Avenue

Waukesha, WI 53188
uniteduuc@gmail.com

Summer Office hours
Monday 9-3 pm
Thursday 9-3 pm

262-544-1050

September 3, 2017 - Pancake Breakfast  

A Pancake breakfast, sponsored by the children and parents in our Religious Education class, 
will be held in place of  our regularly scheduled Sunday service. They will be accepting donations for 
a new play structure.  

September 10, 2017– Water Communion - Rev. David Kraemer

 As many streams make for a deep and wide river, our lives come together here in this 
congregation. We begin our church year with the tradition of  Water Communion, offering 
commemorative drops from parts of  our own lives that will fill our common bowl. Bring water 
from your travels if  you have remembered to collect it. Or bring just your stories – we will have a 
little extra water to share if  you have forgotten.

September 17, 2017 – Charting the Course - Rev. David Kraemer

 This will be an eventful year for us. You will install a settled minister in October. And we will 
celebrate our 140th anniversary all year long, with historic look-backs and lessons from the past, 
culminating in a celebration in the spring. This service is a look-ahead at the year before us.

September 24, 2017 – Roots: Our First Principle - Rev. David Kraemer

 Marcia Romashko, creator of  the beautiful tapestry “Frangipani Marauder” at the front of  
the sanctuary, has been on an inspired project to express each of  our seven principles in fabric art. 
This service will unveil and celebrate a tapestry expressing our first principle, which affirms the 
inherent worth and dignity of  every person.
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Letter from the Minister

Rev. David can be reached 
via email at 

minister@uniteduuc.org

Thanks to Meg Whaley, we have new signs on our 
doors. They say “We welcome all races, religions, 

countries of  origin, sexual orientations, genders, 
abilities. We stand with you. You are safe here.” I’ve 
seen them posted in a few other locations around 
town, as well. That makes me glad. 

These are dangerous times. Especially if  you are 
new to this country or if  your skin is not white. Even 
for those of  us of  the dominant culture, to stand with 
marginalized peoples is more threatening than it used 
to be. It’s good to know that someone is standing with 
you. Good to know there is a place to feel safe, at least 
for a while.

The message of  Welcome is particularly 
appropriate as we begin a new church year. This will 
be an eventful year for us. You will install a settled 
minister in October. And we will celebrate our 140th 
anniversary all year long, with historic look-backs and 
lessons from the past, culminating in a celebration in 
the spring.

Welcome also is the theme of  the month from the 
Soul Matters curricula. The packet challenges us to 
think of  welcoming as a spiritual practice that requires 
personal attention and change. “Welcoming regularly 
involves the smallness of  humility and willingness to 
listen and learn.” This is our continuous project, to 
listen and learn, to seek deeper understanding, and 
then to respond.

Welcome is a standing order for us, not just for 
now, but always. This church has a desire to grow. It is 
expressed in a three-year plan drafted by the board a 
year ago. It is expressed in relocation to Waukesha. It 
is expressed in continuous attention to our web site, 
email lists, and communication channels. And it is 
expressed in our social justice work, in service and 
advocacy. Welcome is not just a practice but a state of  
mind.

Just before summer, we talked about the challenge 

of  welcome and considered how we might move 
beyond offering even a warm greeting and a friendly 
handshake. We considered how we might move 
beyond welcoming people to inviting them. 

Welcoming can be considered passive, a stance 
we take as we wait for newcomers. Inviting is active, 
it requires something from us. 

In the words of  another minister writing in a 
collegial blog, inviting means that “we leave the 
comfort of  our congregational home-court 
advantage. The main activity doesn’t happen in our 
worship space when people drop in, but in the 
neighborhood when we go out. It isn’t so much 
welcoming them into our place, but going out into 
their place and meeting them there.”

Our list of  who to welcome and invite can grow 
even beyond the signs on the doors, even beyond 
most churches’ gold standard of  young families. We 
do want young families, of  course, and our growing 
Religious Education program offers a strong 
promise. We might also think of  inviting single 
parent families, or adults older than 50, recently 
divorced or widowed people, or people or families 
who have experienced tragedy.

We can be a refuge for former Christians who 
have become un-churched, and for gay or lesbian 
singles or couples. We often are a good choice for 
people of  interfaith families or marriages and 
interracial couples or families. We can be welcoming 
for all of  these because of  who we are.

We live in to the promise. We welcome people 
not just with a sign on the door but with the 
character of  our lives. We say, whoever you are, 
where ever you come from, you are welcome here. 
We stand with you. You are safe here. May it be so.
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Announcements & Events

Email our Director of  Religious 
Education, Katlyn Berken at 
 dre@uniteduuc.org for more 
information.

Religious Education

Religious Education will resume on 
September 10. This year, each month will 
follow a different characteristic theme. 
Throughout each month we will try to 
discover "what it means to be a people of  
_______________." Although our themes do 
not focus on world religions this year, we will 
still be acknowledging major holidays and 
events of  other religions. We will also 
 acknowledge other important dates and 
events as they relate to our theme, such as 
Hispanic Heritage Month and International 
Peace Day.

The theme for September is “Welcome”. 
Through multiple activities and guided 
discussions, the children will determine what 
it means to them to be welcoming and the 
ways in which they can express that to 
everyone. They will also be able to reflect on 
what we discuss, through writing or drawing, 
in personalized journals that they get to 
design. 

United UUC Religious Education registration

The United Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
will begin registration for the Fall Education on Sunday, 
August 27. Fall classes will officially begin on Sunday, 
Sept. 10.  Director of  Religious Education Katelyn 
Berken offers tremendous passion, skill, and leadership 
to the program. Katelyn graduated from Carroll 
University in December 2013, and is currently pursuing 
a Masters in Clinical Mental Health Counseling at 
Marquette University. She has prior experience working 
as a preschool teacher, with children with special needs, 
and with international students at Carroll University.

The distinctive feature of  UU education is that 
young people are introduced to many religious 
traditions, challenged to formulate their own beliefs, 
and encouraged to respect the belief  of  others. 

The classes are built on our Unitarian Universalist 
principles, and encourage children to learn about and 
from the ideas and values found in our UU heritage, 
world’s religions, literature, poetry, current news and 
events, and the spiritual nurture of  this community. 

Understanding course content is less our goal than 
engaging the children’s sense of  wonder. Our Youth 
take part in both service and social events to provide 
opportunity in their personal searches for truth and 
meaning. We intend to enhance our children and Youth 
in their sense of  belonging and identity to this UU 
community through the friendships they make with 
caring adults and peers. 

The classes are held every Sunday here at UUUC, 
in Waukesha. The children will begin in the regular 
service at 10:30a.m. and then will be lead out at 
10:45a.m. by the Director of  Religious Education. For 
more information or to register for the classes, please 
contact Katelyn Berken at dre@uniteduuc.org or visit 
our website www.uniteduuc.org.

A copy of  the 2017-2018 Religious 
Education registration form can be 
found at the end of  this newsletter. 
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Soul Matters Fall themes 
September - Welcome

October - Courage
November - Abundance

December - Hope

Strange Brew/Soul Matters 

Hoist a cup and tell us who you are. Strange 
Brew/Soul Matters groups will resume in 
September, offering spiritual reflection and 
community connection over beverages of  your 
choice. Two groups will follow much the same 
pattern as last year, with some change in time 
and location.

On the second Wednesday of  the month, 
Strange Brew will meet for beverages and food 
at Magellan’s Pizza in downtown Waukesha. As 
before, Rev. David will buy the first pizza. 
Beverages are on your own. SLIGHT TIME 
CHANGE: The Magellan’s group will begin at 6 
p.m. (a potential conflict with yoga did not seem 
to pan out last year, so we will return to the 
earlier time).

On the second Thursday of  the month, 
Strange Brew will meet for coffee at 10 a.m., 
same as last year, but we’re going to try a NEW 
MEETING PLACE: The Harvest Café at Good 
Harvest Market, 2205 Silvernail Road.

Both groups will use the Soul Matters 
packets to spark discussion. Packets will be sent 
electronically each month in advance of  the 
group gatherings, and will be available in hard 
copy at church.

September’s theme is Welcome. Groups will 
meet at 6 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 13, at 
Magellan’s, and at 10 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 14, at 
Harvest Market. 

Circle Suppers

Spend time with other United members 
and friends over a meal by participating in 
Circle Suppers. Suppers take place once 
every fall, winter and spring with specific 
dates and times determined by hosts. 

If  you are interested in participating in 
Circle Suppers this year, please contact 
Sandy Zingler at sandbarb@execpc.com or 
the office at uniteduuc@gmail.com. 

 Ladies Night Out, Tuesday, Sept. 19

This is a very informal way for the 
women of  our congregation to spend some 
time together over a meal and to get to know 
one another better.  Sometimes we go to a 
local restaurant, sometimes we congregate at 
someone’s home. Everyone is welcome!!!

The next gathering will be at La Estacion, 
 319 Williams Street in Waukesha on Tuesday, 
 Sept. 19 at 6:00 pm.  R.S.V.P. to Paula 
Pambianco by email paula@kernes.us  or text 
or call 262-366-0225  if  you would like to join 
the group for our next outing.  
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Food Pantry collection

Peanut butter and jelly  are the focus of  
our September Food Pantry collection. 

You can find the donation bin in the front 
foyer by the coat area.
      To learn more about the Waukesha Food 
Pantry, see their website at 
http://www.waukeshafoodpantry.org

Social Actions: Service news
Hebron House meal - September 24

After services on Sunday, Sept. 24, we will 
prepare a meal for Hebron House. If  you are 
interested in helping out, contact Kaye 
Wickenberg at kwickenberg@wi.rr.com  or the 
office at uniteduuc@gmail.com

Ongoing collections

We are always accepting donations of  
travel size personal care items, shoes and 
purses for the Hope Center. Donation 
baskets are found in the front foyer by the 
coat area.

Backpack Coalition collection

Thank you to all who were able to make 
donations for the Backpack Coalition. We 
collected school suplies and funds for this 
organization that ensures that all children 
have basic school supplies for the upcoming 
year. 

2017-2018 Potluck schedule

Potluck lunches will follow worship on the 
second Sunday of  each month

October 8 - Tailgate party 
November 12 - Family favorites
December 10 - Pancake brunch
February 11 - Chili Fest
March 11 -theme to be determined

Sign up sheets will be available in the 
Fellowship hall two weeks before a potluck 
meal. Please contact Kaye Wickenberg about 
our potluck meals at kwickenberg@wi.rr.com

Quilt Expo field trip - September 8

Threads United will be going on  a day 
trip to the Quilt Expo in Madison on Friday, 
September 8. 

Contact Marcia Romashko, 
owasseh@yahoo.com or 262-968-4636, for 
details and to sign up. We will be carpooling. 

You can learn more about the Quilt 
Expo at wiquiltexpo.com

Threads United - September 6 and 20

With the begining of  the new church 
year, Threads will once again be meeting on 
the first and third Wednesdays of  the month 
from 9:30 am to 2 pm at Marcia Romashko's 
home. Contact owasseh@yahoo.com for 
details
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September 
Greeters and Coffee hosts

Greeters                      
9/3 - Pancake breakfast fundraiser
9/10 - Mike and Donna Dawicki
9/17 - Bonnie Keohler and Gen Freese
9/24 - Carol and John Pauly

Coffee hosts
9/3 - Pancake breakfast fundraiser
9/10 - Mary Duerson and Patti Kies
9/17 - John and Kaye Wickenberg
9/24 - Gille and Sarah Fouquart

          
Please remember, you are responsible for 
finding your own replacements if  you are 
unable to attend church on your 
scheduled day.

2017-2018 Directories

In September, the 2017-2018 
congregation directories will be printed and 
distributed to those members and friends 
who request one. Copies will be emailed out 
as well. 

If  there are any changes to your 
information such as address or phone 
number please contact the office at 
uniteduuc@gmail.com to have changes made 
prior to printing.
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Mindful Meditation Group, Tuesdays

Although not a United UUC group the 
Mindful Meditation Group meets every 
Tuesday from 7- 8:30 pm, at United, in the 
sanctuary.

Everyone is welcome. No meditation 
experience necessary. Learn or deepen a 
meditation practice with a friendly and 
welcoming group of  people.

Benefits include reduced stress and anxiety, 
and cultivating peace of  mind, concentration, 
and happiness

Please contact Larry Hopwood at 
lehopwood@sbcglobal.net with questions.

Yoga in the Sanctuary, Wednesdays   

 United offers a yoga class every 
Wednesday evening from 5:30 to 6:30 pm. 

Our instructor, Jessica Popp, is a trauma 
sensitive yoga teacher who specializes in 
offering practical tools and techniques for 
stress management, resiliency, and self  healing. 
       No need to sign up. Join our group when you 
need to stretch yourself.

Please contact our office at 
uniteduuc@gmail.com with any questions. 
        Donations to Jessisca are appreciated but not 
required.

Buddhist study group in Mukwonago, first 
and third Wednesday of  the month

The Buddhist study group continues to 
 meet the first and third Wednesday of  the 
month from 6:30 to 8 pm  at The Linden 
Grove campus in Mukwonago, located at 837 
Verterans Way.  

Any interested members, friends, or seekers 
of  other people who wish to bring greater 
peace to their own minds in order to face the 
challenges of  the larger world are encouraged 
to stop in and find out if  this group might 
assist you, or someone you know. 

Questions can be directed to Patti Kies at 
the group's email, buddha@uniteduuc.org.
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Looking back, by Susan Bergmann, historian
THE DISPLAY CASE                          

SARA LOBDELL ENG PHOTO 
   Sara (1907-2003) left $210,311 to our endowment 
in 1997 in honor of  her parents Carrie and Walter 
Lobdell.   We continue to use the interest income 
that the fund earns to supplement our budget.  Her 
gift has been instrumental in helping us meet our 
expenses, and keeping our congregation solvent.

BLACK PURSE
    The small black purse was found in the file 
cabinet. 
     A note with the purse says, “This little 
black purse carried the Church School money 
each Sunday to Jessie Field Smith’s home. 
 When Mrs. Smith broke her hip in 1938 and 
could no longer teach the Beginning Class or 
do the Treasurer’s work, it was passed to 
Loraine Rintelman Farris, who then used it.  It 
was then passed to Janice Erichsen and so on, 
and is undoubtedly from the turn of  the 
century, or earlier.” 

LESLIE’S TEMPLE ANTHEMS and LESLIE’S SACRED  CHOIR BOOK
    These two books (Copyright 1891) were found in a box when we moved to 
Waukesha.  When I first discovered them I thought they were old music books 
used by our congregation.  A closer inspection of  the Temple Anthems had 
“Miss Mame Field” written in pencil inside the cover.  The name Mary Field 
was embossed on the front of  Leslie’s Sacred Choir Book. 
     After some research I found out that Mame was the youngest daughter of  
one of  our founders, Judge Martin Field.  Of  interest are the advertisements in 
the book.  One of  my favorites is the Ad on the back cover for the North-
Western Line that boasts, “Chicago to San Francisco in 3 days.”              



United Unitarian Universalist Congregation
Religious Education/ Youth Registration

2017-2018

Please complete all sections of  the registration form for all Children 5 to 12 years of  age and/or 
Youth 13-19 who will attend, this does NOT include those in the nursery. 
(PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY)

Parent/Guardian 1 Full Name:
________________________________________________________________________
(First) (Last)
Address: _______________________________________________________________
(Street) (City) (State) (Zip)
Phone Day: (___) ___-____ Evening: (___) ___-____ Cell: (___) ___-____
Fax: (___) ___-____ E-mail: _____________________________________
Parent/Guardian 2 Full Name:
________________________________________________________________________
(First) (Last)
Address: _______________________________________________________________
(If  different from parent 1) (Street) (City) (State) (Zip)
Phone Day: (___) ___-____ Evening: (___) ___-____ Cell: (___) ___-____
Fax: (___) ___-____ E-mail: _____________________________________
Children and Youth 
Name (first and last) Birth date Grade, Preschool 
1. ________________________________ ____________ _________________
2. ________________________________ ____________ _________________
3. ________________________________ ____________ _________________
4. ________________________________ ____________ _________________
Please list any special needs, allergies, especially food allergies, health conditions,
learning issues for each child, if  any:
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________



United UUC offers a cooperative ministry for all children and youth. In order to provide quality 
Religious Education and Youth Programming, we depend on the support of  the entire 
congregation.  Therefore, each adult with children registered is asked to make a commitment to help 
in the program.  Below is a list of  volunteer opportunities to consider.  Please indicate the areas in 
which you can provide assistance.
If  there are two adults, please specify “P1” and “P2” to indicate your particular volunteer 
preference.

Volunteer Opportunities:
___ Teach children’s RE class 
___ Help with service projects
___ Assist children’s RE class
___ Substitute (ages/grades) ______
___ Special Events
___ Other _______________________________________________________
___ Please check here if  you are not able to volunteer due to extenuating circumstance,
        and the Director of  Religious Education will contact you to discuss options.

*I will allow my child/ren to be photographed and his/her photo used for the promotion of  
United Unitarian Universalist Congregation

 Yes/ Please initial _______ 

  No/Please initial ______

The undersigned parent or legal guardian hereby gives permission for the above
registered children to participate in the United UUC Religious Education Program. I/We agree to 
pick up our child/ren immediately after the church service. Children will not be dismissed without a 
parent or guardian. This permission also authorizes the supervising adults to seek emergency 
medical treatment for my children when deemed necessary. This consent is effective September 1, 
2017 through August 31, 2018.
_______________________________________________ ____________________
Parent/Guardian 1 signature date
_______________________________________________ ____________________
Parent/Guardian 2 signature date



September 2017
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2

Pancake Breakfast 
fundraiser 10:30 am

Social Action : 
Advocacy meeting 
11:45 am

3 4
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

5 Threads 
United 9:30 
am

Yoga in the sanctuary 
5:30 pm

Buddhist study group 
6:30 pm

6 7 8 9

Water 
Communion 
service 10:30 
am

Potluck

Start of Religious 
Education

10 11
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

12 Yoga in the 
sacntuary 
5:30 pm

Strange Brew 
(Magellan's) 6 pm 

13
Strange Brew (Harvest 
Cafe)10 am

14 15 16

Social Action:Service 
meeting 11:45 am

17 18
Ladies night out 6 pm

Mindful Meditation 
7pm

19 Threads 
United 9:30 
am

Yoga in the sanctuary 
5:30 pm

Buddhist study group 
6:30 pm

20 21 22 23

24 25
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

26
Yoga in the sanctuary 
5:30  pm

27 28 29 30




