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ComUUnicator
Bringing you the news of  the United Unitarian Universalist Congregation

November 2017 United UU Congregation
506 N. Washington Avenue

Waukesha, WI 53188
uniteduuc@gmail.com

 Office hours
Tuesday 9-3 p.m.
Friday 9-3 p.m.
262-544-1050

Nov. 5 –  Lifted and Struck - Rev. David Kraemer

     Inspired by our Third Principle, “Acceptance of  one another and encouragement to 
spiritual growth in our congregations,” United UUC member Marcia Romashko has created 
the next of  a series of  wall hangings to grace our sanctuary. We will unveil the hanging this 
Sunday and consider our own spiritual journeys.

Nov. 12 – YBLM2WUU. Or “WHY Black Lives Matter to Wisconsin 
Unitarian Universalists.”  - Rev. David Kraemer

     We are proud of  our sign outside. But what lies behind our proclamation that Black Lives 
Matter? This service will dig in to some of  the sometimes troubling language that surrounds 
racial justice work, and lead in to a workshop that will follow the service. 

Nov. 19 – Loaves and Fishes - Rev. David Kraemer

     Abundance in our lives is not always apparent, yet, for those who look, grace lies all 
around. We will consider a slightly different take on an old parable, and turn our thoughts to 
gratitude, for all that is our lives. We also will commemorate Transgender Day of  
Remembrance, holding in our hearts and minds all those who have died simply for being who 
they are.

Nov. 28 - How do we Find our Spiritual Selves – our spiritual abundance 
in this world of  Chaos - Jennifer Beiriger

     The thought of  having any kind of  spiritual abundance in this world of  chaos, selfish 
motives, questionable values, major loss of  lives from natural and man-made disasters, seems a 
bit far-reaching.
But, perhaps that is what we need to do. Reach far. Reach far inside. Leave the discord, and 
find your own wealth of  abundance within.
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Letter from the Minister

The first year we lived in Ames, Iowa, I planted 
something like two dozen tomato plants in the 

garden. We had a big back yard with lots of  sun and 
though we were definitely suburban, I thought I might 
use this chunk of  ground to get back to the land, to 
return to my farm-family roots.
     Well the sun, and the rain, and the VERY fertile Iowa 
soil (no wonder they grow so much corn there) 
conspired to deliver upon me not just roots but stems 
and leaves and flowers and fruit … and fruit, and fruit, 
and fruit. The mass of  plants themselves became an 
impenetrable tomato forest and the vines kept bearing it 
seemed like forever.
     I had tomatoes in abundance.
     Every spring in the garden store I see these so-
promising little tomato seedlings of  a dozen different 
varieties that beg me to try them, and I really want to 
take them home. But ever since that Iowa embarrassment 
of  riches I have been scaling down the number of  plants 
I have grown to about six. That’s as many as I can 
handle.
     Until this year there were none.
     Our move to Waukesha, as you know, put us in an 
apartment downtown with no yard at all. And still comes 
an abundance. An abundance not of  tomatoes, but of  
life and love, of  opportunity, and of  acceptance. I am so 
grateful this month for your call to settled ministry. My 
pantry overflows.
     Abundance is our theme in November. We will 
celebrate an abundance of  talent as we dedicate one 
more of  Marcia Romashko’s wall hangings inspired by 
the Seven Principles. We will dig in to the tension 
between abundance and scarcity made real in our nation’s 
racial divide. And we will consider the many gifts we 
bring to the Thanksgiving table.
     Soul Matters/Strange Brew groups will meet for pizza 
and beverages at 6 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 8, at Magellan’s 
in downtown Waukesha, and for coffee at 10 a.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 9. To change the pace, let’s try Starbucks 
at Moreland and Delafield. 

     In November we may take the next step toward 
making our building greener. The proposal to place 
solar panels on the roof  – to collect the very abundant 
sunshine of  our southern exposure – will have been 
considered at a congregational meeting late in October.
     Also in November, Mary and I expect to become 
grandparents. Our lives are bountiful.
     In this season, and in keeping with our theme, I am 
reminded of  this prayer by Unitarian Universalist 
Minister Max Coots. You might have come across this 
somewhere before. Even so, you might enjoy it again.
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Garden Meditation

Let us give thanks for a bounty of  people.

For children who are our second planting, and though 
theygrow like weeds and the wind too soon blows them 
away, 
may they forgive us our cultivation and fondly remember 
where 
their roots are.

Let us give thanks;

For generous friends...with hearts...and smiles as bright 
as their blossoms;

For feisty friends, as tart as apples;

For continuous friends, who, like scallions and cucumbers, 
keep reminding us that we've had them;

For crotchety friends, sour as rhubarb and as indestructible;

For handsome friends, who are as gorgeous as eggplants 
and as elegant as a row of  corn, and the others, as plain as 
potatoes and so good for you;

For funny friends, who are as silly as Brussels sprouts and 
as amusing as Jerusalem artichokes;

And serious friends as unpretentious as cabbages, as subtle 
as summer squash, as persistent as parsley, as delightful as 
dill, as endless as zucchini and who, like parsnips, can be 
counted on to see you through the winter;

For old friends, nodding like sunflowers in the evening-
time, and young friends coming on as fast as radishes;

For loving friends, who wind around us like tendrils and 
hold us, despite our blights, wilts and witherings;

And finally, for those friends now gone, like gardens past 
that have been harvested, but who fed us in their times that 
we might have life thereafter.

For all these we give thanks.
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Rev. David's Installaion service
October 22, 2017
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Announcements & Events

Email our Director of  
Religious Education, Katelyn 
Berken at dre@uniteduuc.org 
for more information.

Soul Matters Fall themes 
September - Welcome

October - Courage
November - Abundance

December - Hope

Soul Matters/Strange Brew, Nov. 8 and 
Nov. 9

     Soul Matters/Strange Brew groups will 
meet in November to consider what it means 
to be a people of  abundance. We will meet at 
6 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 8, at Magellan’s Pizza 
in downtown Waukesha. Rev. David will buy 
the first pizza, beverages are on you. We will 
meet for coffee at 10  a.m. Thursday, Nov. 9, 
at Starbucks on Delafield St. and Moreland 
Blvd. (801 W. Moreland Blvd.) in Waukesha. 
Soul Matters packets are available at church, 
or by email.

Treasurer's report

Religious Education
Director of  Religious Education, Katelyn Berken
     The theme of  focus for the month of  November is Abundance. 
Religious Education will center around "what it means to have 
abundance" and "what it means to be a people of  abundance". 
Throughout the month, children will explore how an abundance can be 
positive or negative based on the situation. Lastly, we will discuss 
abundance in connection to Thanksgiving and how our own 
abundances can be used to do good.
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Food pantry collection

   We are collecting stuffing mix and canned 
sweet potatoes for the food pantry in 
November. The donation bin is in the front 
foyer by the coat area. 
     Donations of  non-perishable, portable food 
items such as granola bars, fruits cups, small 
bags of  nuts and beef  jerky are also appreciated.

Threads United, Nov. 1 and 15

     On Oct. 18, Threads United donated 37 
handmade quilts to Healing Hearts, a 
Waukesha based organization which helps 
children who have lost a parent or caregiver 
due to divorce, separation, death, 
incarceration or deportation. To learn more 
about Healing Hearts go to 
healingheartsofwaukeshaco.org.
     The Waukesha Freeman printed an 
article regarding the donation in the Oct. 24 
issue. The church office is looking for any 
extra copies of  the paper you might have. 
     Threads United meets on the first and 
third Wednesdays of  the month from 9:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Marcia Romashko's home. 
Contact owasseh@yahoo.com for details.

Christmas Clearing Council

     The Christmas tree will go up in the 
Fellowship hall early in November so we can 
hang tags with names and needs of  children 
from two Waukesha families.
     Members can take a tag off  the tree, 
purchase the item and return the gift to church. 
Please remember to attach a gift receipt to the 
gifts. Cash donations are always appreciated as 
well.
     This year, Christmas Clearing Council 
organizers ask that we spend $75 total on each 
child.
     Please direct questions and contributions to 
Ellen Poplawski

Social Action: Service commitee 

Front row, left to right:  Lisa Bieri, Kaye Wickenberg, Marcia 

Romashko, Trudy Bolling

Back row:  Paula Pambianco, Dona Lundin, Michol Ford

Not pictured, Jenny McAllister and Carol Pauly

Ongoing collections

Gently used coats and jackets  As you clean out 
your closets, please consider those in need of  a 
clean winter coat or jacket. All shapes andsizes 
accepted.
Gently used shoes and purses This is an ongoing 
collection that goes to the Hope Center.
Travel size personal care items 
Collection baskets and bins are in the front foyer 
by the coat area.

The next Social Action: Service 
committee meeting is Nov. 19 after 
service.
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November Greeters and Coffee hosts

Greeters                      
11/5 - Jenny McAllister and Mary Duerson
11/12 - Ellen Poplawski, Goeff  Blankenmeyer 
and John Beecher
11/19 - Dave and Maria Hinners
11/26  - Jim Brownlow and Lisa Bieri

Coffee hosts
11/5 - Mike and Donna Dawcki
11/12 - Kim Johnson and John Harvie
11/19 - Paula Pambianco
11/26 - Tudy Bolling

          
Please remember, you are responsible for 
finding your own replacements if  you are 
unable to attend church on your scheduled day.

Mindful Meditation Group, Tuesdays

     Although not a United UUC group the 
Mindful Meditation Group meets every 
Tuesday from 7- 8:30 pm, at United, in the 
sanctuary.
     Everyone is welcome. No meditation 
experience necessary. Learn or deepen a 
meditation practice with a friendly and 
welcoming group of  people.
     Benefits include reduced stress and anxiety, 
and cultivating peace of  mind, concentration, 
and happiness.
     Please contact Larry Hopwood at 
lehopwood@sbcglobal.net with questions.

Yoga in the Sanctuary, Wednesdays   

     United offers a yoga class every 
Wednesday evening from 5:30 to 6:30 pm. 
     Our instructor, Jessica Popp, is a trauma 
sensitive yoga teacher who specializes in 
offering practical tools and techniques for 
stress management, resiliency, and self  
healing. No need to sign up. 
     Please contact our office at 
uniteduuc@gmail.com with any questions. 
 Donations are appreciated but not required.

Buddhist study group in Mukwonago, 
first and third Wednesday of  the month

     The Buddhist study group meets the first 
and third Wednesday of  the month from 6:30 
to 8 p.m.  at The Linden Grove campus in 
Mukwonago, 837 Verterans Way.  
     Any interested members, friends, or 
anyone who wishes to bring greater peace to 
their own minds are encouraged to stop in 
and find out if  this group might assist you, or 
someone you know. 
     Questions can be directed to Patti Kies at 
the group's email, buddha@uniteduuc.org.

2017-2018 Potluck schedule

Potluck lunches will follow worship on the 
second Sunday of  each month.
 
November 12 - Baked Potato special
December 10 - Pancake brunch
February 11 - Chili Fest
March 11 -theme to be determined

Sign up sheets will be available in the 
Fellowship hall two weeks before a potluck 
meal. Please contact Kaye Wickenberg about 
our potluck meals at kwickenberg@wi.rr.com.

Baked potato potluck, Nov. 12

     We need potatoes and all the toppings 
for our next potluck. See Kaye 
Wickenberg to sign up.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER CARRIE LOBDELL

     Our longest serving Sunday school teacher 
was Carrie Lobdell.  She began teaching at the 
United Unitarian Universalist Society of  
Mukwonago Sunday school in 1900 when she 
was 14, and was still teaching at the church 50 
years later in 1950.  Carrie was also the church 
organist.  She was honored for her years of  
service when the church declared June 11, 1950, 
“Carrie Lobdell Day”.  
     According to her daughter, Sara Eng, her 
mother' s service began back in the days when 
horse drawn vehicles were the mode of  
transportation and a horse shed was an 
important building on the church property. 
 Many of  the stalls in the shed were owned by 
individual members of  the church.  
     The church and Sunday school were the 
most important social gathering places in the 
community.  Young and old attended Sunday 
school and Church. 
      In the winter the janitor, who received $5.00 
a year for his services, had to get up at 5 o’clock 
on Sunday morning to fill the old potbellied 
stove with wood to get the church warm.  Later 
the salary of  the janitor was raised to $18.00 per 
year. The minister at this time received $33.33 a 
month.  The Sunday collection averaged from 
50 to 75 cents a Sunday and the remainder of  
the money had to be secured by subscription or 
by the Ladies’ Society.   
     Many of  Carrie’s former students attended 
this   event and letters of  appreciation poured 
in from all over the country. The Rev. Frank 
Varney of  Kalamazoo, Michigan, a former 
pastor of  the church from 1907-1912, was 
toastmaster for this special occasion.

June 11, 1950
Carrie Lobdell day

Susan Bergmann, historian

     The day featured a Children’s Day 
program at 10:30 after which the children 
had dinner.  It was followed by a social hour 
and a potluck dinner for the adults at one 
o’clock while the children enjoyed films.
      The program at two o'clock included the 
presentation of  a beautiful amethyst and 
rhinestone pin from the congregation, the 
reading of  letters from out-of-towners, 
tributes from seven guests, the singing of  
special songs about Carrie and the reading 
of  the Martha Frazier history of  the church. 
  Her daughter Sara Eng read a special tribute 
to Carrie.

L to R Pearl Lobdell, Walter Lobdell, Carrie Lobdell, 

     Rev. Franklin Varney and Mrs. Varney

L to R Carrie Lobdell, Loraine Farris, and Rev. Varney



November 2017
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

9:30 am 
Threads 
United

5:30 pm Yoga

6:30 pm Buddhist 
study group

1 2 3 4

11:45 am Social 
Action: Advocacy 
meeting 

Daylight saving 
time

5 6  

7 pm Mindful 
Meditation

7
5:30 pm Yoga

6 pm Strange Brew at 
Magellan's

8
10 am Soul Matters at 
Starbucks (Delafield 
and Moreland Blvd)

9 10

   Veterans Day

11

11:45 am Potluck

Anti racism workshop

12 13
5 pm Board meeting

7 pm Mindful 
Meditation

14 9:30 am 
Threads 
United

5:30 pm Yoga

6:30 pm Buddhist 
study group

15 16 17 18

11:45 am Social 
Action: Service 
meeting

19 20
7 pm Mindful 
Meditation

21
5:30 pm Yoga

22

Thanksgiving

23 24 25

26 27
7pm Mindful 
Meditation

28
5:30 pm Yoga

29 30




