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UUUC Sunday Services (10:30 a.m.) 
 

July 6, 2014 

 “Soapbox Sunday”                                                                Facilitator:  Dave Andrews 

Congregants will have an opportunity to voice whatever issue is on their mind as a 

means for the congregation to get to know them and what is important to them.  It 

is an annual event and it was considered to be a good time around the Fourth as 

we can exercise our freedom of speech from the pulpit. 

 

July 13, 2014         

 “Rethinking God” - Geoff Blankenmeyer                         Facilitator:  Rich Jacobson 

Conversations about God more than likely focus on the existence and non-

existence of an omnipotent, mysterious God.  Geoff will offer a new paradigm in 

which to think about God, outside of the traditional Judeo-Christian construct.  A 

brief takeaway is that science and religion are not so distant from one another as 

purists believe. 

 

July 20, 2014 

“Panel Discussion—What I Believe.”                     Facilitator:  Geoff Blankenmeyer 

Geoff Blankenmeyer will host a panel discussion comprised of congregants who 

will present a range of views on what they believe on the subject of Faith, Spiritu-

ality and Deity and their evolution of those beliefs with time for discussion among 

the congregation.  This is subject to change. 

             

July 27, 2014 

 “Saudi Arabia” - Margaret Devlin                               Facilitator:  John Wickenberg 

Americans’ impressions of the Middle East are formed in the most part by the tur-

moil we see in the news.  The portrayal of Saudi Arabia in the news is most likely 

viewed through the lens of its connection to Al Qaeda.  Margaret Devlin has a sis-

ter who lives in Saudi, and Margaret would like to dispel that notion and demon-

strate that Saudis are not much different from Americans in what they want for their 

families and their country.  

 

 

 



Dear Friends, 

 I cannot thank you enough for the amazingly wonderful and surprising service and party you offered in my honor last Sunday.  I still 
laugh when I think how I was completely taken in by the fake service description published in the newsletter, not to mention the fake 
Order of Service prepared by Geoff B and Pat D that Pat even asked me to proof-read the previous Friday!  The Board had told 
me they would like to say a few words, but I never expected a sweet musical tribute from Geoff and Dennis B; moving tributes from 
so many of you, including a historical look at our shared ministry from Susan B; all the gorgeous music from Carol A, Meg W, Carol P, 
Jackie L, and from special guest Shirley Holt; followed by a delicious potluck and carrot cake downstairs; and then your presentation 
of lovely and thoughtful gifts that prove how well you know me.  And I never expected the presence of most of the congregation of 

the UU Church of the Lakes from Elkhorn, who were kind enough to join in the celebration. 

 I treasure each of the generous gifts you gave me, including the photos that will bring back wonderful memories over the years.  And 
you can imagine how thrilled I am to own not one, but two, original Wickenbergs—especially of the cats I adore!  I could never forget 
you—you are so much a part of me—but as I look at John’s art each day and reminisce over the photos, I will be thinking of all of 

you with such gratitude and love. 

 Those of you who were at the service on June 1st will remember that Chet C, Carol P and Meg W sang a song to you, the congrega-
tion, on my behalf that morning.  The three of them had offered “writing a song for a special occasion” at the auction and I was lucky 
enough to win the bidding.  I asked them to write a song of thanks to you, and we spent some time together brainstorming about the 
lyrics.  For those of you who didn’t get to hear it, here is what they sang.  The lyrics are Meg’s, Carol’s and Chet’s wonderful and wit-

ty creation; the thanks to you are mine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

With love, 

Linda  

 

Letter from Linda 

Linda’s Farewell  

(Sung to the tune of “A Letter from Camp,” aka “Hello Muddah, Hello Faddah” by Allan Sherman)  

This is “Thanks” from Linda Hansen. 
There’ll be singin’, but no dancin’. 
She’d like to thank the congregation, 

As she leaves us on her extended vacation. 

Linda’s grateful for every favor. 
For the potlucks that had good flavor. 
She loved teaching Star Trek classes 
for the very nerdy Sci-Fi loving masses. 
 
Friday lunch group was appealing 
Conversations, quite revealing. 
So inviting; we do our best  

to welcome every visitor and guest. 

Animal service was a blessing 
And we managed with not much messing. 
Summer picnics, shorts and sandals, 

Lovely Christmas Eve with brightly glowing candles. 

We’ve found our home, though it was hard, 

we now are here with great regard  
for all who worked to make this place our own, 

together and sometimes alone.  

Linda, no!  Oh, I’m so sorry. 
Please don’t go!  Now don’t you worry. 
You’ll be fine.  You still have Stewart Kernes  

and many meetings to adjourn. 

Linda wants us to remember 
Each and every, friend and member 
Keep on seeking, keep on growing 

So the stream of UU love will keep on flowing.  

She’ll miss the friendship and the laughter 
She hopes we’ll go on ever after. 
always caring for one another,  

learning, growing, seeking, singing all together. 

She is going…Incognito. 
Absent -  AWOL… No Repeato. 
Into vapor... No detection. 

Disappeared just like UU witness protection. 
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Announcements for July 
We will be collecting toiletries (shampoo, conditioner, hand cream, soap etc.) during the summer.  If you 
stay at a hotel, be sure to bring back the small toiletries provided by your hotel.  Drop them in the basket 

inside the church.  We will take them to local shelters at the end of summer. 

Socrates Café will continue during July and August, thanks to Rich J who has kindly offered to facilitate 
these discussions of “big life questions.”  Socrates Café meets at Espresso Love in downtown Mukwonago on 

the second Thursday of the month-July 10th and August 14th-at 10 a.m.  Everyone is welcome. 

There will be no formally scheduled “coffee and conversation” gatherings other than Socrates Café on 
Thursdays during July and August, but anyone is welcome to gather in the usual ways either at the Steam-

ing Cup in Waukesha or at Espresso Love in Mukwonago.  Just let others know you’ll be there! 

The Linden Grove Mukwonago Buddhist Group meeting dates are on Wednesdays, July 2nd  and July 

16th at 7 p.m. 

The next Board meeting will be Tuesday, July 8th at 6 p.m. 

The Linus Project goal is to make 22 to 30 quilts.  Over the next 

few months, we will be pooling our talents to get to this goal.  

The first dates are shown to the right.  Then, we will meet the 

1st Thursday and the second Wednesday of the month. 

If you have no experience or are an expert seamstress, we can 

use your talent.  Come on time for an hour.  Come late and stay 

to the end.  Any time you can spare is appreciated. 

Bring a lunch.  Bring your sewing machine, if you have one.  

This will be a fun and rewarding project.  Join us! 

Volunteer Help Needed 

AUGUST NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:  JULY 18TH 

All items MUST be UU related. 

Linus Project 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Thursday, July 3 

Wednesday, July 9 
 

Thursday, August 14 

Wednesday, August 27 
 

All dates are 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Our flower beds really brighten the entry to the church.  Help is needed to keep them beautiful.  

Flexible hours . . . any amount of time would be appreciated . . . even 10 minutes on a Sunday.  

Even the shade loving hostas (to the left of the door) still like water. 

Please contact Susan B, if you can help. 
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A TRIBUTE TO REV. LINDA HANSEN (August 2009- June 2014)  
 As Historian, I have been asked to give a historical perspective on Linda’s 5 year ministry with us.  In 2009 she came to 
us as a ¾ time minister.  She arrived at a time when the congregation was working to find an affordable building plan, 
and had been renting space at the United Church of Christ for two years.   With her quiet style of leadership, she shep-
herded us through two of our most challenging years, as the building committee and congregation struggled to come up 
with a design we could agree upon.  At the end of 2010, when we lost pledging members over a disagreement about 
whether to approve the building plan, Linda agreed to become our ½ time minister to help balance the budget.    
 

 As she guided us through two building plans, and the possible purchase of the Saylesville property, there were times 
when her ministry was a difficult one.  But at the congregational meeting where we made the decision to purchase 
Washington Avenue, she gave us a pep talk that helped unite and excite us about the wonderful opportunities that lay 
ahead of us.  Her words of encouragement helped us feel good about the challenge ahead of us, and we approved the 
purchase by a margin of 33 to 2, quite an achievement!  And I should add that even the people who voted against the 
motion are still with us today.  The two and a half years she spent with us at Washington Avenue have been exciting 
ones and Linda, we hope they have more than made up for those early years. 
 

I once said to Linda, “ You are like Moses….you led us from the wilderness where we wandered with no home for five 
years, to the promised land of our new home in Waukesha.” Linda replied, “Yes, but unlike Moses, who never entered 
the Promised Land, I came and joined you.” 
 

 As you all know, Linda is an introvert, but unlike Moses, who rebuked his followers for dancing when he came down the 
mountain, Linda actually invited and encouraged us to dance with her at the end of one of her services.  I was dancing at 
the back of the sanctuary, when I spotted a gentleman looking through the glass doors.  I turned to look at the congrega-
tion, and to my horror, I realized he was looking at a mass of gyrating bodies and waving arms.  Now, you know that I 
always try and talk to every guest who comes through our doors, but my first thought was, “How am I going to explain 
this one?” ….so when he turned to leave, I just let him go, as I didn’t think I could explain what he was seeing.  I could 
have used one of my well used lines, “This is not a normal service, please come back another time to see what it’s really 
like.”   But then I thought, “There are no normal services here!” 
 

From the beginning, we knew we had a “gem” in Linda.  She was not only good in the pulpit and constantly challenged 
us with her thought provoking sermons, but she was always there for us in times of illnesses and trouble and in the good 
times too.  She visited our numerous homebound members, sat with us when we had surgeries and hospital stays, and 
was there every Thursday for coffee, conversation and Socrates Cafe at Espresso Love, and the Steaming Cup.  She also 
conducted three very moving memorial services for our beloved longtime members Char Simpson, Helen Johnson and 
Nissley Kaste.   
 

Linda has been very committed to our congregation, and has put in more hours than her position warranted.  She is the 
first minister since I’ve been here who attended Sunday services when she wasn’t in the pulpit.…..and I have been here 
for seven ministers!   She brought in food for our potlucks, helped with cleanup in the kitchen, offered monthly mem-
bership meetings, helped organize and cook for the new member breakfasts, helped put the yearly Christmas appeal 
together, and conducted adult education classes.  She also cleaned the house of a homebound member, helped cook 
meals for shelters in Waukesha, and even did childcare one Sunday!   
 

 Linda was full of surprises.  After last Sunday, you now know that she has a Star Trek emblem on the inside of her stole.  
She also has a wonderful sense of humor.  We especially loved her rendition of “Sisters” that she did with her sister, 
Marian, for the UU’s Got Talent Night.  At our dedication service, attended by dignitaries from many area churches, I 
was asked to walk down the aisle reading some books, to represent the first village of Mukwonago library that was 
housed in our former church.  You can imagine my surprise when I met Linda coming down the aisle plaintively 
“mooing,” while wearing the cow ears.   I had a hard time keeping a straight face, as I passed her. 
 

 Linda was a stable figure as our community struggled to find a home and a cheer leader when we moved to Washington 
Avenue.  The congregation will always be grateful for the guidance she gave us for these last five years. Linda, we will 
miss you. 

Submitted by, 

Susan Bergmann 
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UUUC News 
WHAT’S HAPPENING . . . 

FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION:  We will be collecting 
food and monetary donations for our local food pantry 

on Sunday, July 6th. 

TOILETRIES COLLECTION:  Going on vacation soon?  We 
will be collecting travel sized toiletries for use by people 
staying in local shelters.  Watch for the basket in the lob-

by next to the food pantry basket.   

WHEEL OF LIFE 

Congratulations to: 

Susan and Paul B’s daughter, Kathryn, who 
received an MBA from the Carlson School of 

Management at the University of Minnesota. 

Ian B who graduated from Cardinal Stritch 

University. 

Emily P who graduated from the University of 
Wisconsin in Madison and has a job with Kohl’s 

corporate e-commerce division. 

Lue and Chuck S’s daughter, Michele, who 
received a Doctorate in Pharmacy from Mid-

western University.  

Evan W, who received an MBA from the Uni-

versity of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

 

BUILDING & GROUNDS 
DAVE HINNERS 

For fixing the back door, mending the table and fixing the lawn 

mower. 

KAYE W & SUSAN B 
For redoing the front flower bed. 

 
WELCOME TO KIM J &  

TO NEW MEMBER, DENNIS B 
who have joined Alex Romashko, Paul Bergmann, and Rich  

Jacobson, on the lawn mowing crew. 

MICHOL F 

For painting two outside tables. 

CHET C 

For taking down a dead tree. 

PAUL B AND MIKE R 

For cleaning up brush from tree trimming. 

SUSAN B 

For installing edging and working on the flower beds and hill. 

SARAH T, GEOFF B, SUSAN &  
PAUL B 

For cleaning. 

DONNA AND HERB L 

For weekly delivery of garbage cans to the curb. 

THANK UUs 

UUUC has 2 on-line platforms, where we talk 

about the church and church news and events. 

Our website (www.uniteduuc.org) has information 
about the church, upcoming services, and much, 
much more.  You’ll find our latest newsletter there 

too.  You’ll even find past sermons on-line. 

Over the next few months, we will be making some 
changes to the website.  You’ll see new content 
and new pictures.  We’ll be adding more pages 
and more reasons to visit our website, as well as 

recommending it to others. 

Our Facebook page is really exciting.  It has been 
updated and always has the latest information.  
(Thank you Emily P for managing our Facebook 
page!)  If you haven’t seen it, please take a look.  
You’ll see just how eye-catching and informative it 

is.  While you’re there be sure to “Like Us”.  

We’re always looking for new ideas and your 
comments.  So, please email the church office 

about UUUC on-line. 

UUUC ON-LINE 
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Looking Back                           Susan Bergmann, Historian 
THE SARA ENG GIFT TO THE ENDOWMENT 

Nissley Kaste wrote the following letter dated March 4th, 1997, having learned Sara Eng had given $210,311 to the church: 

Dear Sara,   
Tim Hosch took me aside last Sunday and dropped a bomb in my lap.  My head is still 
reeling….I haven’t mentioned to anyone (except my loving husband), and I believe at this 
point the treasurer (Tim Hosch), the president (Jim Brownlow) and atty. Bd. member 
(Cliff Haggenjos), are just conferring just how it needs to be verified and then announced.  
I know there’s a board meeting next week, so perhaps they won’t announce it until Sun. 
the 16th, rather than the 9th.  Perhaps by then my head will hold still.  What a wonderful 
thing you have done for the UU denomination, and unknown members of this church 
who will come on in future years, as well as for those of us still around.  I am sure you 
have thought about this for quite a while, but believe me, it’s a complete and total 
surprise!  I’ll have more to say to you later, but just wanted you to know how things 
stand right now.  I am glad you are in direct touch with our treasurer, Tim. 

Much Love,                                                                Nissley 

 Sara Eng made this very generous bequest to our congregation in honor of her parents Carrie and Walter 

Lobdell despite having lived away from Mukwonago since 1940.  She said she couldn’t walk into the church 

without it bringing back memories of her parents.  They were married in the church in 1905.  Her mother 

played the piano for church services every Sunday, and was honored in 1950 for her 50 years of service 

teaching Sunday school.  Her father was a frequent board member and president of the congregation, 

toastmaster at the 50th anniversary celebration in 1929 and the perennial Santa on Christmas Eve. 

Born in 1907, Rev. Anna B. Van Tassel christened Sara.  The Certificate of Church Membership was given to 

Sara when she was born. She involved herself in the church before she married Sidney Eng in 1934.  Sara was a 

teacher for over 35 years, and was the only female to teach at the Milwaukee school of Engineering.  She was 

one of the first five “pilot teachers” to develop and teach the “New Math.”  She retired to Chetek in 1972, 

where her husband was from.  She died May 3, 2003, at the age of 96.       

When the congregation considered using the endowment to help finance the proposed church in 2010, 

Nissley Kaste wrote the following piece to clarify Sara’s wishes for the money she donated to the church: 

The only statement that I have ever received from Sara regarding her feelings about the use of the money 

given was written as an appendage to her Christmas newsletter of December 1997 and is as follows: 

Someone from the church called and asked if I wanted anything special done for the church 
with the money I gave them and I said no, but I wish they would just use the interest each 
year and leave the principal for emergencies.  That way you would always have a definite 
yearly amount and the principal could be there for a long time.  I hope you have a Merry 
Xmas.  Love, Sara 

Incidentally, the document that governs the operation of the Endowment Fund states that “the principal of 

the Endowment Fund may only be used upon a vote of 90% of the voting members present at a special 

congregational meeting called for this specific purpose,” and further describes how the vote shall be taken 

and how notice of the meeting shall be given. 

Sara Eng’s tremendously generous gift to our church has given our congregation financial abundance. She is 

THE major contributor to the endowment, and the congregation continues to use the interest income that the 

fund earns to supplement our budget.  As Nissley Kaste wrote, “By placing all but $9,000 of her gift into the 

church’s Endowment Fund we were, I believe, fulfilling her wish.  And by not dipping into it, but using it instead 

as collateral on a possible bank loan, if needed, we will continue to honor her one request.  Another way to 

honor Sara’s gift would be to designate an ‘Eng/Lobdell’ room in our new church after Sara and her mother, 

Carrie Lobdell, who taught Sunday school in our church for over 50 years.”  Thanks to our Sara’s gift and the 

earning from it, we no longer have a deficit budget.  The promise of abundance Sara gave us through her 

tremendous gift can’t be denied.  Thank you, Sara! 
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Over the past few months, I have been telling you about my garden and some of the things that I do to try to be 
a true environmentalist.  I do things like gardening, using natural cleaners, buying local and not buying things 
with excessive packaging.  I’ve been reading a publication called EDF Solutions, that was given to me by Michol 
F.  It really makes me see how many environmental issues there are and how huge these global problems are.  
There are things we deal with every day, like climate change, keeping our water clean, saving energy and fuel, 

monitoring chemicals and monitoring our sustainable resources.  WOW!  Seems overwhelming. 
 

It can be overwhelming, when you think of it in global terms.  But, if we can deal with these issues as a global 

community, we have much more power to promote change.  We’re all in this together. 
 

I see this kind of thinking every time I am at the UUUC office.  Church members look for volunteers to mow the 
lawn and clean the church and provide coffee service on Sunday.  Each task that must be done is a small piece 
of what sustains the church.  All those tasks together keep the church running.  When each task is done by some-
one who believes that they are part of a larger community, they can see that they are doing their part to main-

tain the greater good for all.  
 

That kind of UUUC thinking is needed to address global environmental issues.  I can use all natural products, but 
if no one else does, my actions do very little to help the environment.  But, If everyone used all natural products, 

imagine the difference that would make.   

Think Green!                                                       By Pat Daebel 

“Nature is party to all our deals and decisions, and she has more votes, a longer 

memory, and a sterner sense of justice than we do.” 

~ Wendell Berry, poet and activist 

Treasurer’s Report 2013-14 Fiscal Year 



GREETERS 

7/6 ~ Jake & Jenny S 

7/13 ~ Michol F & Mike R 

7/20 ~ Beth B & Lisa B 

7/27 ~ John & Carol P 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

 1 

 

2 3 4 

 

5 

6 

 

7 8 

 

9 10 

 

11 12 

13 

 

 

 

14 15 

 

16 

 

17 

 

18 19 

 

20 21 22 

 

23 

 

24 

 

25 26 

27 

 

 

 

28 29 30 31   

July 2014 

Thank you!           July Volunteers            Thank you! 
TFAA 

7/6 ~ Geoff B 

7/13 ~ Geoff B 

7/20 ~ None 

7/27 ~ Margaret D 

 

COFFEE HOSTS 

7/6 ~ Chet & Sally C 

7/13 ~ Evan W & Chad L 

7/20 ~ Barb J & Sandy Z 

7/29 ~ Kelly M & Lisa B 

 

Collection for 
Food Pantry 
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7 PM 

 
Buddhist 

Group  
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Group  
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Board Mtg  

6 PM 

 
Meditation 

Group  
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Buddhist 

Group  
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Meditation 

Group  
7 PM 

 
Socrates Cafe 

10 AM 
Espresso Love 

 
Linus  Project 
9 AM—1 PM 

 

 
Linus  Project 
9 AM—1 PM 

 



The best way to 

find yourself is to 

lose yourself in the 

service of others. 

~ Gandhi 

United UU Congregation  

506 N. Washington Ave. 

Waukesha WI, 53188 

Call or email the church office to be removed from this mailing list.  

OUR MISSION 

We scatter and nurture seeds of spirit, service, 
and community. 

 

OUR VISION 

We envision a large progressive religious com-
munity, growing in spirit and in service. 

 

OUR COVENANT 

As a congregation:  

We encourage children, 

We preserve the environment,  

We nurture spiritual enrichment, 

We embrace authentic relationships, 

We serve each other and the larger  

community. 

This we covenant with each other. 

 

Minister 

Schuyler Vogel (coming in September) 

 

Director of Religious Education for 

Youth and Children 

Margaret Devlin  dre@uniteduuc.org 

 

Office Administrator 

Pat Daebel  uniteduuc@gmail.com 

 

UUUC Board of Directors 

Monica Whaley (Facilitator),  

Ellen Poplawski (Secretary),  

Paul Bergmann (Treasurer),  

Carol Pauly, Mike Reavis, Alex Romashko
(Trustees at Large) 

 

“WE PUT OUR FAITH IN YOU.” 
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