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ComUUnicator
Bringing you the news of  the United Unitarian Universalist Congregation

February 2018 United UU Congregation
506 N. Washington Avenue

Waukesha, WI 53188
uniteduuc@gmail.com

 Office hours
Tuesday 9-3 p.m.
Friday 9-3 p.m.
262-544-1050

Feb. 4 - The Promise and the Practice of  Our Faith -Rev. David 
Kraemer
     Despite our sometimes-best intentions, Unitarian Universalism is a faith that has silenced or 
ignored black voices. Just look around at the people in our pews. Our congregations across the 
country are joining in an effort to turn this around. This service will intentionally de-center white 
voices and instead hear from black voices within Unitarian Universalism, in our continuing 
commitment toward diversity.

Feb. 11 - The Right of  Conscience - Rev. David Kraemer
     Fifth Principle wall hanging by Marcia Romashko. Our democracy faces constant challenge these 
days. What does it mean for us to hold to our fifth principle, which calls us to act on what we know 
to be true at the same time that we respect the will of  the majority? On this Sunday, we will unveil 
the next of  Marcia Romashko’s artful tributes to our principles. We are grateful for this priceless gift.

Feb. 18 - Guest speaker Rev. Tony Larsen

Feb. 25 - 645 Years Later / Julian of  Norwich and the Spiritual Art of  
Perseverance -Mary Beth Danielson
     On her deathbed in 1673 Julian of  Norwich had 16 visions of  love, faith, and Christ. Her visions 
and theology were so antithetical to the macho, punishing church teachings of  her day that her 
writings went underground for centuries.
     Why? What does she have to say modern women and men of  faith?
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Letter from the Minister

Rev. David Kraemer's office hours are
Tuesday and Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
He can be reached via email at 
minister@uniteduuc.org

     I saw a video clip recently of  a Sikh woman 
speaking shortly after last year’s inauguration. She told 
of  her grandfather, who came to the United States in 
the early 1900s. Upon landing, he was thrown in jail 
because he wore a turban. After a long time, he was 
released, built a life, and a family. He left them many 
lessons, not the least of  which was his undying 
optimism.
     Now, two generations later, this woman says she 
feels some of  the same darkness her grandfather must 
have felt while he was in jail. She and her family are 
threatened because of  their faith and their appearance. 
She must work to find within herself  his same 
optimism in such discouraging times.
     She talks about this for a while, then poses a 
question: what if  the darkness she is feeling is not the 
end, but a beginning? What if  it is not the darkness of  
the tomb, but the darkness of  the womb?
      And what do they tell pregnant women just as they 
give birth? 
     Breathe!
     And then,
     Push!
     This month’s theme for worship and small group 
work is perseverance. The Soul Matters packet contains 
material that echoes this woman’s story. How do we 
keep going for the long haul? Sometimes there’s a need 
to stop and breathe. There’s also a need to push.
     I wrote back in December that one of  the things 
that keeps me going is the good work being done all 
around me. If  I step back long enough to see friends, 
family, neighbors and congregants all stepping up to 
the many challenges we face, I find hope.
     It happens when I pass by the peace demonstrators 
at Cutler Park every Sunday. It happens in committee 
meetings where budgets are hashed out. It happens in 
personal calls to people whose stories tell of  a life 
richly lived.

     This month, we will lift up the work being done 
across our movement to bring true reconciliation to 
our long history of  racial divide. We will joyfully hang 
one more of  Marcia Romashko’s wall hangings 
commemorating our seven principles. We will once 
again welcome Rev. Tony Larsen and Mary Beth 
Danielson into our pulpit.
     Our Strange Brew/Soul Matters groups will meet 
on a slightly different schedule, due to some time 
conflicts and Valentine’s Day. The pizza/beverages 
group will meet at 6 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 7, at 
Magellan’s Pizza in downtown Waukesha. The coffee 
group will meet at 10 a.m. Thursday, Feb. 15, at Café 
De Arts in Waukesha.
     You are invited to find other connections, as well – 
through meditation, yoga, the nonviolent 
communication group, or in the work of  taking care 
of  our building every Friday.
     As we have since the beginning of  the church year, 
we will devote some time after worship on the first 
Sunday of  the month to advocacy; on the second 
Sunday to a potluck and adult education; and on the 
third Sunday to service projects.
     Regular office hours for me are Tuesdays and 
Fridays. I am always available by appointment or 
phone call, 515-231-2536. 
     As winter begins to break, I wish for you the 
strength of  perseverance. And that you remember to 
breathe, and push.
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Announcements & Events

Katelyn Berken 
Director of  Religious 

Education
 dre@uniteduuc.org 

Soul Matters/Strange Brew, Feb. 7 and 
Feb. 15

     Scheduling for our Strange Brew/Soul 
Matters groups will break from our usual 
pattern slightly in February. 
     The pizza-and-beverages session will meet 
at 6 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 7, at Magellan’s, 370 
W Main St., in downtown Waukesha. The first 
pizza is on the church. Beverages are on your 
own. 
     The coffee group will meet at 10 a.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 15, at Café de Arts, 830 W St. 
Paul Ave., Waukesha.
     Our theme for February is “Perseverance.” 
Packets will be distributed by email or by hard 
copy at church.

Treasurer's report

Religious Education
Director of  Religious Education Katelyn Berken    

The Religious Education theme for February is perseverance. We will focus 
on determining what it means to be a people of  perseverance for us. The 
impact perseverance can have on a goal, no matter the  size or length, will be 
emphasized. Lastly, worldly events will be recognized and incorporated into 
our weekly themes. 

Book discussion following worship and 
potluck on Feb. 11.

     Februarys adult religious education offering 
will be a discussion of  the first two parts 
(approximately 116 pages) of  "Sundown Towns, 
A Hidden Dimension of  American Racism" by 
James W. Loewen.The book is available on 
Amazon for about $11, or at the Waukesha 
Public Library. If  you want to participate but still 
have trouble obtaining a copy, see Rev. David.
     We will read the first two parts of  the book, 
which provide an introduction and a historical 
overview of  segregation from the late 1800s 
through the rise of  the suburbs (which is us).
     This book provides an important historical 
perspective on who we are and how we have 
come to be here.
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February Greeters and Coffee hosts

Greeters
2/4 - Michol Ford, Mike Reavis and Larry 
Twerion
2/11 - Gilles and Sarah Fouquart
2/18 - Kim Johnson and John Harvie
2/25 - Mike and Donna Dawicki

Coffee hour
2/4 - Peggy Lippke 
2/11 - Adele Revoy and Lisa Bieri
2/18 - Sara Toenes and Tudy Bolling
2/25 - Cyd Fode and Erika Winkler
                              
Please remember, you are responsible for 
finding your own replacements if  you are 
unable to attend church on your scheduled day.

Food pantry collection

     For the month of  February, we are focusing 
on collecting soups and stews for the Waukesha 
food pantry.
         The donation bin is in the front foyer by 
the coat area. 
     Donations of  non-perishable, portable food 
items such as granola bars, fruits cups, small 
bags of  nuts and beef  jerky are an on-going 
need. These items are very much appreciated. 

2017-2018 Potluck schedule

     Potluck lunches will follow worship on the 
second Sunday of  a scheduled month.
 
February 11 - Chili potluck
March 11 - TBD

     Sign up sheets will be available in the 
Fellowship Hall two weeks before a potluck 
meal. Please contact Kaye Wickenberg about 
our potluck meals at kwickenberg@wi.rr.com.

Threads United, Feb. 14 9:30 a.m.

     Threads United will meet on Feb. 14 at 
Marcia Romashkos house. Contact Marcia at 
owasseh@yahoo.com for information.

Social Action: Service commitee 

Ongoing collections

     The Social Action: Service committee 
collects certain items on an ongoing basis. 
Donation bins can be found in the front foyer 
for coats, shoes, purses and personal care 
items. Once collected, all donations are 
delivered to area organizations such as The 
Hope Center. 
     To date, 246 coats and jackets, 41 purses 
and 245 pairs of  shoes have been collected.

The next Social Action: 
Service committee meeting is 
Feb. 18, at noon, in the 
sanctuary.

Chili potluck, Feb. 11

     Warm up at our Chili potluck after service 
on Feb. 11. Sign up sheets will be in the 
Fellowship hall. See Kaye Wickenberg for 
details.
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Mindful Meditation Group, Tuesdays

     The Mindful Meditation Group meets every 
Tuesday from 7- 8:30 p.m., at United, in the 
sanctuary.
     Everyone is welcome. No meditation 
experience necessary. Learn or deepen a 
meditation practice with a friendly and 
welcoming group of  people.
     Benefits include reduced stress and anxiety, 
and cultivating peace of  mind, concentration, 
and happiness.
     Please contact Larry Hopwood at 
lehopwood@sbcglobal.net with questions.

Yoga in the Sanctuary, Wednesdays   

     United offers a yoga class every 
Wednesday evening from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
     Our instructor, Jessica Popp, is a trauma 
sensitive yoga teacher who specializes in 
offering practical tools and techniques for 
stress management, resiliency, and self  
healing. No need to sign up. Just stop in!

Buddhist study group in Mukwonago, 
first and third Wednesday of  the month

     The Buddhist study group meets the first 
and third Wednesday of  the month from 6:30 
to 8 p.m.  at The Linden Grove campus in 
Mukwonago, 837 Verterans Way.  
     Any interested members, friends, or 
anyone who wishes to bring greater peace to 
their own minds are encouraged to stop in 
and find out if  this group might assist you, or 
someone you know. 
     Questions can be directed to Patti Kies at 
the groups email, buddha@uniteduuc.org.

Dances of  Universal Peace, Feb. 15, 7-
9:15 p.m. 

     Join us in sharing an evening of  chants 
and movement that foster resilience and 
reinforce perseverance and hope. No 
previous experience necessary. All dances will 
be taught. All are welcome!
     Dances of  Universal Peace will be held at 
United UUC, 506 N. Washington Ave, 
Waukesha.
     A free will offering will be gratefully 
accepted.
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Looking Back, by Susan Bergmann, historian

LINKING TWO WOMEN 
CARRIE LOBDELL

 & 
SARA ENG

     The photograph of  Carrie Lobdell in the 
display cabinets links two of  the most important 
women in our congregation’s history.  The 
photograph was given to us by Carrie’s daughter 
Sara Eng, who wanted us to care for it.  We 
remember Sara, whose generous donation to our 
endowment not only helped our congregation 
survive through some difficult years but continues 
to help us to this day.

                       The inscription on the photo reads: 
Carrie Lobdell

1885-1961
Beloved Sunday School Teacher,
Pianist and Organist for 50 years

Mother of  Sara Eng.

     Carrie Lobdell, our longest serving Sunday school teacher, began teaching at the United 
Unitarian Universalist Society of  Mukwonago in 1900 when she was 14.  She came from a very 
musical family, and was also the church organist.  In 1950 the church honored her by declaring 
June 11 “Carrie Lobdell Day”.  She is the only member of  our congregation who has been 
honored in this way.  
     The following article was printed in our newsletter when her daughter, Sara Eng, sent the 
photo.

     Today we honor Sara’s request by displaying the photograph in our display 



February 2018
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3

Social Action 
Advocacy meeting 
11:45am

4 5
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

6
Yoga 5:30pm

Strange Brew 
(Magellan's) 6pm

Buddhist study group 
6:30pm

7 8 9 10

Chili Potluck 11:30am

Book discussion 12pm

11 12
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

13
Threads United 
9:30am

Yoga 5:30pm

14
Dances of Universal 
Peace 7pm

Soul Matters (Cafe De 
Arts) 10am

15 16 17

Social Action Service 
meeting 11:45am

18 19
Board meeting 5pm

Mindful Meditation 
7pm

20
Yoga 5:30pm

Buddhist study group 
6:30pm

21 22 23 24

25 26
Mindful Meditation 
7pm

27
Yoga 5:30pm

28




