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ComUUnicator
Bringing you the news of  the United Unitarian Universalist Congregation

June 2017 United UU Congregation
506 N. Washington Avenue

Waukesha, WI 53188
uniteduuc@gmail.com

Office hours
Monday 9-3 pm
Thursday 9-3 pm

262-544-1050

June 4, 2017 – “A Sense of  Place.”  - Rev. David Kraemer
A service on the intersection of  identity and location. Where is home for you? Rev. David will share 
some reflection on this congregation from the year since he was hired, and some ideas of  where we 
might go in the future.

June 11, 2017 – “The End of  the Welcoming Congregation?” - Rev. 
David Kraemer
A provocative column in a ministerial blog prompts this service. What if, instead of  being 
welcoming, we were to be inviting? How do we present ourselves to the world?

June 18, 2017 – Flower Communion - Rev. David Kraemer
A celebration of  the season and an affirmation of  world peace that reaches back across decades and 
continents. Bring flowers to share.

June 25, 2017 - Summer Solstice - Meg Whaley and Jackie Landers
Join us in celebrating the Summer Solstice with music, reading and ritual dedicated to Sol, the sun. 
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Letter From the Minister
“Like a comet pulled from orbit
“As it passes a sun
“Like a stream that meets a boulder
“Halfway through the wood
“Like a ship blown from its mooring 
“By a wind off  the sea
“Like a seed dropped by a sky bird 
“In a distant wood
“… Because I knew you...
“I have been changed for good.”

The choir will sing these lines in the anthem 
on Sunday, June 4. They come from the musical 
“Wicked,” which is the whimsical back story on 
“The Wizard of  Oz,” … sort of. They are sung 
by the two main antagonists of  the show, 
Elphaba and Glinda, as they find their sisterhood. 
I remember seeing the show in Chicago several 
years ago and being moved to tears by this 
moment of  reconciliation.

I think these lines also can be a beautiful 
expression of  what happens in religious 
community. We come to be with one another, in 
affirmation of  who we are, in the redemptive 
power of  right relationship. And in the course of  
grounding ourselves and holding each other up, 
we come away changed. For the better. For good. 
It is a very personal, and a powerfully universal, 
relationship we share.

The theme for June from our Soul Matters 
guide is “Joy.” We will take this deeper into the 
joy of  our coming together in our Sunday 
services in June. I have served as contract 
minister here at United for nearly a full church 
year. You have given me a gracious welcome, a 
willing enthusiasm, and a place to call home.

On June 4, I hope to offer a few thoughts on 
what I’ve seen in you in this time, what that 
means for me, and what it might mean as we 

move forward. Also on that Sunday, you will 
vote on whether to call me as your settled 
minister.

On June 11, we will continue the 
discussion with some ideas of  where Unitarian 
Universalism might go beyond our doors. That 
Sunday also will be our annual meeting, where, 
among other things, we will vote on new 
officers for the church, and on the expenditure 
of  some of  the proceeds from our recent land 
sale.

The church year will officially end on June 
18 with Flower Communion. I know this 
church has enjoyed this celebration in the past. 
Please bring flowers to share – from your 
garden, the farmer’s market, or wherever you 
find them.

Services will continue, of  course, through 
the summer. Meg Whaley and the Religious 
Services have a great line up of  speakers and 
programs, beginning with a celebration of  the 
solstice on June 25.

I plan to be on vacation for the month of  
July and will return to service gradually 
through August. I am now scheduled to be 
back leading worship one Sunday in August 
and will be a guest in the pulpit at First 
Unitarian Society in downtown Milwaukee on 
another Sunday in August. 

Our church year will resume Sept. 10 with 
Water Communion. Be sure to be thinking of  
that great elixir of  life in your own travels and 
experiences this summer. And think about how 
you are changed, for good.

Blessings,
Rev. David
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Announcements & Events

Email dre@uniteduuc.org or 
uniteduuc@gmail.com for 
more information.

Religious Education classes for children will continue 
on Sunday mornings through the summer. Jennifer 
Bieriger has graciously volunteered to lead the program 
during June, July and August. Our director of  Religious 
Education, Katelyn Berken, will return in September.

THIS MEANS WE STILL NEED YOU. Please sign 
up to help in classes. A schedule will be available on the 
ledge in the foyer, or contact Jennifer, or Office 
Administrator Patty Vanderpoel.

With the coming year, we also need the support of  
parents and others to serve on the Religious Education 
Committee. Among its duties, the committee helps 
Katelyn and Religious Education volunteers consider 
curriculum and tend to scheduling. Religious Education is 
part of  how we minister to the entire congregation across 
lifespan. Please consider how you can help in this work.

Religious Education
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Dances of  Universal Peace

1025 W. Cumberland Drive, Waukesha, Wisconsin
June 15, 2017

7:00 pm to 9:15 pm

Warmth, Light, Glorious Summer Shimmering and Welcoming Solstice

    Join us in sharing an evening of  chants and simple circle-dance movements that celebrate 
this season of  summer dawning. Experience through song and dance traditional wisdoms 
from the world’s many spiritual paths, sharing  the illuminated journey with fellow travelers. 
We’ll begin at 7:00 pm, and end at approximately 9:15.
    Dances of  Universal Peace will be held at the home of  Marilyn Aurora, 2 blocks north of  
UUU Congregation in Waukesha. Address 1025 W. Cumberland Drive. Ample parking. 
Direct questions  (ride sharing, lodging etc.) to  United member, Patti Kies at (262) 642-9289 
or pattiburncake@hotmail.com. 

Join Rev. Suzelle Of  UUCW and other local UUs at
      Pride Parade, June 11  

            
After the annual meeting on Sunday, June 11, come on down to the Milwaukee Pride Parade to 

march with Rev. Suzelle Lynch of  UUCW and the UU Congregations of  SE Wisconsin.  We’re 
marching all together this year and hope to surpass last year’s group of  40 marchers!

The Parade starts at 2 p.m. near Second St. and Lapham Blvd.  The parade route is one mile 
long, and people of  all ages are welcome to march (strollers, wheelchairs, and wagons welcome!). 
 BRING FRIENDS – all are welcome.  What to wear?  If  you have a UU t-shirt or a Pride-themed 
shirt, or something with a rainbow – wear it!  Last year we had 22 pairs of  “Pride angel” wings to 
wear, borrowed from church, and we may have them again this year, too!  Traditionally we carry 
church banners, LGBTQ-affirming signs and blow bubbles, too!  Please RSVP to Rev. Suzelle by 
June 9th (so she’ll know our group size) rev.lynch@uucw.org. 

 You can find more information on the parade route (including a map) at 
www.prideparademke.org  

Local community events
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Food Pantry Collection
We continue to collect non-perishable 

food items for local food pantries. While all 
non-perishables are welcome, Lisa Bieri 
contacts the Food Pantry to determine 
most-needed items on a mothly basis. 
For June, we'll focus on baby items such as 
baby food, formula, diapers, wipes, etc. 

Social Action: Services

Sign up to be a hero!

United is hosting a Blood Drive 
Thursday, June 1

2-7 PM in the
United UUC sanctuary
506 N Washington Ave, 

Waukesha

Please contact Ellen Poplawski
via text or call at 262-844-5161

or email: epop@wi.rr.com

If  you cannot donate blood, we have a 
                 couple of  other ways for you to help:

**HELP WITH SET UP AND TAKE 
DOWN FOR THE DRIVE

**PROMOTE THE EVENT TO FRIENDS, 
FAMILY AND NEIGHBORS

**BAKE A BATCH OF COOKIES

To learn more about the Waukesha 
Food Pantry, see thier website at 
http://www.waukeshafoodpantry.org

Year round collection drives

Remember, we are collecting shoes, 
boots and slippers as well as individual 
size toiletries for various organizations 
within our community.

Donation baskets are located by the 
coat area.



Page 6

Mindfull Meditation Group

Although not a United UUC group, The 
Mindfull Meditation Group meets every 
Tuesday from 7:00 - 8:30 pm, at United, in 
the sanctuary.

Everyone is welcome. No meditation 
experience necessary. Learn or deepen a 
meditation practice with a friendly and 
welcoming group of  people.

Benefits include reduced stress and 
anxiety, and cultivating peace of  mind, 
concentration, and happiness

Please contact Larry Hopwood at 
lehopwood@sbcglobal.net with questions.

Buddhist study group in Mukwonago, 1st and 
3rd Wednesday of  the month

A group of  members and friends of  our 
congregation continues to explore and practice 
together in Mukwonago. This Buddhist Study 
group formed during the year after we sold our 
historic building, and later moved to the Linden 
Grove location, allowing for residents to be 
included. We enjoy the good company of  one 
another, discussion of  writings and teachings that 
are based on living mindfully and 
compassionately, and time in shared silence. We 
have also at times chosen other forms for our 
group meditation. There are 2 opportunities per 
month to join us, the first and third Wednesdays. 
In June those dates fall on the 7th and 21st. We 
meet through the summer, including July 5th.

The group chose new material for reading 
during the time between meetings recently, and 
started with chapter 1 of  Ezra Bayda's At Home 
in the Muddy Water in May. Mr. Bayda's approach 
for facing and becoming comfortable in life's 
muck grows out of  a Zen training background. 
Since being published a decade ago, used copies 
of  his book are available. Outside reading is 
optional and there is discussion within each 
meeting of  text that is read aloud. Over the years 
those persons involved in ongoing Buddhist study 
have gained insights from many authors, as well as 
one another. Any interested members, friends, or 
seekers of  other people who wish to bring greater 
peace to their own minds in order to face the 
challenges of  the larger world are encouraged to 
stop in and find out if  this group might assist you, 
or someone you know. Our meeting space 
typically is in the upstairs conference room, and 
time is 6:30. Linden Grove Mukwonago is located 
at 837 Veterans Way, and questions can be 
directed to Patti Kies at the group's email, 
buddha@uniteduuc.org.
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June Greeters and Coffee hosts

           Greeters              Coffee hosts
7/2     John and Kaye W              Geoff  B and Ellen P
7/9     Meg and Moni W  Carol and John P
7/16   Chet and Sally C  Jim B and Kelly M
7/23   Michol F, Mike R and Larry T    Dave and Melissa S
7/30    Alex and Marcia R              Gen F and Bonnie K

Please remember, you are responsible for finding your own 
replacements if  you are unable to attend church on your scheduled 
day.

The July-December 2017 schedule was emailed to members and friends on May 
25. It is also posted in the Fellowship hall and by the offices. 

There are still open spots that I am looking for volunteers for. If  you are willing 
and able to help, please contact Patty in the office at uniteduuc@gmail.com.

   United offers a yoga class each Wednesday night 
        from 5:30-6:30 pm in the sanctuary.

 Our instructor, Jessica Popp is a trauma sensitive 
yoga teacher who specializes in offering practical tools 
and techniques for stress management, resiliency, and 
self  healing. No need to sign up. Join our group when 
you need to stretch yourself.

Please contact Office Administrator Patty 
Vanderpoel or Rev. David Kraemer if  you are interested 
and want more information. Donations to Jessisca are 
appreciated but not required.
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Looking back, by Susan Bergmann, historian

LORAINE ERNESTINE FARRIS NEE RINTELMAN
FEB 6, 1921- MARCH 4, 2017

     Loraine is perhaps best known for the pivotal role she played in saving the United Unitarian and Universalist Society 
(UUUSM) from disbanding in 1984.  If  it had not been for leadership and dedication in rebuilding our congregation we 
would not be here today.  For this we owe her and her husband Avril a great debt of  gratitude.

Mrs. Bronson & the Church Choir, mid 1930's

     Our church played an active part in 
Loraine’s life.  As the youngest of  the three 
Rintelman sisters, and the fourth child to 
have her baptism recorded in our record 
book, her 96 years of  memories go back to 
a time when the church was very different 
from the way it is today.  Even our name 
has changed.                                               

     Loraine not only attended Sunday School with her sisters Fern and Charlotte, but recalled the frosted glass panes at the 
front of  the sanctuary being installed because the minister didn’t want the children to be distracted by what was going on 
outside.  At the Oral History workshop in 2009, she shared her earliest church memory dating back to 1923-24 when Rev. 
James Rasnake carried her home from church one Sunday.
     But, my favorite story about Loraine came from her sister Fern who recalled the evening her mother, Jesse Rintelman, 
hosted a meeting of  the Entertainers Club at her home.  The three sisters crept out onto the landing to peer through the 
spindles to see who was arriving.  Somehow Loraine tumbled down the stairs where her dramatic entrance caused quite a 
stir.  She was stark naked!  When I mentioned this story to Loraine, she told me that one of  her sister’s pushed her.

     When Jessie Smith broke her hip in 1938, and was no longer able to 
teach the Sunday school classes, Loraine took over teaching the beginner 
class. She served as Sunday School Superintendent for 25 years, (1941-51 
and 1952-67) and was responsible for the Sunday school money.  She used 
the little black purse that we have in the display case to carry the money to 
and from church every week.  

     When the Church declared June 11, 1950 “Carrie Lobdell Day,” to 
honor Carrie for her 50 years of  service as a Sunday school teacher, 
Loraine, who was Sunday School Superintendent, presented her with an 
amethyst pin.  

CARRIE LOBDELL DAY
L to R Carrie Lobdell, Loraine Farris and Rev 
Varney, UU minister 1900-1912
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     Loraine was also there in 1947 for Rev. Armon Cheek’s much discussed Talk Back sermon, where parishioners were 
permitted to interrupt the sermon.  The Waukesha Freeman headline was, “Not Much Back Talk at Talk Back” Sermon, 
and reported that, “Five persons got up and spoke their minds at the widely heralded first talk back sermon in the nation.” 
 Loraine’s husband, Avril, made a comment, but overall it appeared that the press was more interested in the Talk Back than 
the congregation.

     But Loraine’s most important church role was rebuilding the church in 1984.  During Rev. Ringe’s prolonged illness, the 
small, elderly congregation had struggled to keep things going.  By the time he died in 1983 after 27 years as minister, 
services had not been held for several months.  In the year following his death, the congregation dropped to about seven 
members, with no one willing to take on the challenge of  holding services again.  It was felt that it might be best to sell the 
building, and disband. The church became inactive for a year, and continued to stay closed until May, 1984, when “Avril 
and Loraine Farris, who had at one time been mainstays of  the church but, had dropped out in 1967 because of  a dispute 
with Rev. Ringe, called a meeting of  the congregation. 

     At the meeting, the handful of  members who had held the church together over the past decade were unwilling to take 
an active part in starting it up again.  Because of  her family’s long history with the church Loraine did not want to see the 
church fold, so she and Avril took it upon themselves to rebuild the congregation.   At the meeting five dedicated 
parishioners voted to keep the church open.  Loraine was elected president, Avril secretary, and one person from the loyal 
few, who had kept the church going under Rev. Ringe, Ruth Kesselhon, agreed to become treasurer.  These three 
undertook the daunting task of  restarting and reorganizing the church.  

     What happened next was truly amazing.  By the fall they had recruited four additional members to serve on the seven-
member Board of  Trustees, and their efforts to bring back prior members, and attract new members, along with contacting 
members of  the former Waukesha Unitarian Fellowship, paid off.  They hired Max Patrick as minister, and enthusiastically 
spread the word about the fine new minister and his excellent Sunday services.  From September 1984 to January 1985 they 
attracted twelve new members.

     Throughout the process Loraine was an unflagging worker.  Not 
only did she and Avril hold offices in 1984-85, but they devoted many 
hours every week to cleaning the church, mowing the lawn, snow 
shoveling, and turned on the church heating units after midnight in 
cold weather to save a few pennies.  She even organized a youth group 
and drove them to a conference in Michigan.  What is more remarkable 
is that in the following three years the church began its transformation 
from a village church with an elderly congregation with little 
connection to the UUA to one with members coming from a wide area. 
 The new congregation included many younger members who brought 
their energy, their children, and their awareness of  the need for closer 
contact with UUA and CMD.  

     Without Loraine’s leadership, and determination our church would 
have closed, and we would not be here today.  We will always remember 
with gratitude the wonderful gift she gave us. 

   Rev. Linda Hansen and Loraine, February 
2012,
   Passing the Chalice for the move to 
Waukesha
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

27 PM Blood drive

1 2 3

Vote to Call Rev. 
David

4 5
7PM Mindful 
Meditation

6 9:30AM 
Threads 
United

5:30 PM Yoga class

6:30 PM Buddhist 
study group

7 8 9 10

Congregational 
meeting

2PM Pride Parade (see 
article)

11 12
5:30PM Board 
meeting

7PM Mindful 
Meditation

13
5:30PM Yoga class

6PM  Strange Brew, 
Magellan's

14
10AM  Strange Brew, 
Roots Coffee

7PM  Dances of 
Universal Peace

15 16 17

11:45AM SAC 
services meeting

18 19
7PM Mindful 
Meditation

20
5:30PM Yoga class

6:30PM Buddhist 
study group

21 22 23 24

25 26
7PM Mindful 
Meditation

27
5:30PM Yoga class

28 29 30




