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ComUUnicator
Bringing you the news of  the United Unitarian Universalist Congregation

January 2017 United UU Congregation
506 N. Washington Avenue

Waukesha, WI 53188
uniteduuc@gmail.com

January 1, 2017  - Jennifer Beiriger - Coffee House service

We invite everyone to share a song, a dance, a poem, a drawing or another art form with the 
congregation. If  it speaks to you, it may speak to others as well.  
 
January 8, 2017 - Rev. David Kraemer  “Resilience and Resistance.”

Water Protectors protesting the Dakota Access Pipeline at Standing Rock Reservation in North 
Dakota won a victory in December when the Army Corps of  Engineers denied a permit to Energy 
Partners. But Water Protectors remain vigilant in an impromptu camp as winter sets in. Rev. David 
Kraemer will tell of  his visit to the Oceti Sakowin camp in December and reflect on our Unitarian 
Universalist legacy of  civil disobedience. 
 
January 15, 2017- Rev. David Kraemer “A New Definition of  Self-Reliance.”

One the eve of  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day we will take a hard look at our own views and 
heritage through a critique of  Ralph Waldo Emerson by author Nell Painter. It’s not what you 
expect. 

January 22, 2017 - Rev. David Kraemer  “Where Do We Go From Here?”

Following the presidential inauguration, and in keeping with the January theme of  “Prophecy,” we 
will think about next steps for us as people, as a congregation and as a faith. 

January 29, 2017 - Mary Beth Danielson "Follow Your Questions."

Prophecy is traditionally understood as pronouncements “out there” that tell us how we are 
supposed to live our lives. What if  the important thing about prophesy is not other people's 
answers, but our uneasy questions? What happens when we don’t follow our dreams or idealizations 
of  what life “ought” to look like, but instead we follow our questions?

Office hours
Tuesdays 9-3pm
Fridays 9-3 pm
262-544-1050
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Letter From the Minister

Rev. David Kraemer's hours
Monday 9am-3pm
Thursday 9am-3pm
minister@uniteduuc.org

There is ice on the lake now. The ice shanties 
have begun to appear. The bravest of  fishers 

have ventured out.
First ice is best ice, they say. First ice is when 

the fish are active, anxious maybe, feeding, feeling 
the cycle of  life deep in their bones. Their world 
is changing, freezing over, the porous border 
between water and air is becoming hard, 
impenetrable, sealing in everything below for 
another four or five months. What the fish have 
now around them is what they will have around 
them for this entire time. In their own limbic 
consciousness, I imagine them knowing that 
winter lies ahead, knowing they have a long wait.

At first, they react by resisting the change, by 
pretending for a short while that it is still 
summer, that the water is warm and food is 
plentiful. They are obsessive-compulsive fish, fish 
with a little angst, fish with an existential urge to 
make something happen, even if  it might be the 
wrong thing, to take the bait, to bite down hard. 
It would be better for them if  they would develop 
a little patience.

I don’t mean to personify the fish. I am 
guessing, of  course, what is going through their 
minds. But why would it not be this way? What 
happens when we are stressed? We jump around, 
we indulge our impulses. Why would it be 
different for the fish? 

Fishermen, too, are sometimes falsely lured. 
First ice is a tricky thing. Inevitably, the same 
stirring that compels the fish, compels the fishers. 
Someone tries his luck a little too early. And he 
falls in. It would be better for him to develop a 
little patience.

January is a time that tests patience. Our 
theme this month is “Prophecy,” which urges us 
to venture out. But the world is harsh and 
uninviting.  Days are short. We are more inclined 
to join the bats and bears, and hibernate. 

But we know that the world will begin its 
slow tipping back toward the light, so there is 
hope. This is a good time to cultivate the 
practices that will sustain us, even as our world 
freezes over for a time. Meditation, yoga, or 
centering prayer can help us develop a capacity 
for patience at the same time as they can keep 
our minds and bodies limber and ready. This 
can be a time of  preparation as well as 
prophecy.

Ice fishing is defined by patience. I wonder 
whether anyone has done a study comparing 
the brain activity of  someone ice fishing with 
someone meditating, or whether ice fishers are 
more inclined to be mindful. Perhaps it, too, 
could be developed into a spiritual practice. In 
this month, I invite you to test your own ice, to 
venture out into the cold, to find your 
prophecy and learn what burns inside you and 
will keep you warm even through a long, dark 
winter. Risk it.
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Announcements & Events
Office hour changes 

Dear friends,
There is a group of  ministers out there who 

are known as the “Saturday Night Sermonators,” 
who spend Saturday evening writing the words 
they will deliver in a few short hours on Sunday 
morning. I see their posts as they agonize over 
word choice or theme or appropriate anecdotes 
or whether any of  this makes sense. Some of  
them even seem to enjoy this. I am not one of  
them. 

I know what it is like to write on deadline. I 
have done it all my life. And because of  that, I 
also know how blessed it is to be done writing. 
Often on Saturday night I go to a movie.

Since coming here in September, I have tried 
to make Monday my day off. Ministers need a 
Sabbath, too. Stuff  often happens on Saturdays, 
like memorial services or weddings or 
workshops. Mid-week is full of  meetings. And 
Schuyler Vogel, your previous minister, kept 
regular office hours on Tuesday and Friday. So I 
thought I would do so, too. 

But it’s not working. I have found that if  I do 
not get my week started until Tuesday, pretty 
often I spend Saturday sermonating. 

So beginning this month, with the week 
of  the 16th, I’m going to change my office 
hours to make the week work better for me. I 
hope that it will work for you, too. Beginning 
on January 16, I will keep regular office hours 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Mondays and 
Thursdays. 

Patty Vanderpoel, our office 
administrator, is coming along with me. Her 
hours will shift to a Monday/Thursday 
pattern as well.

Each of  us has a couple of  exceptions to 
the rule: Patty will need to spend some time 
outside of  this cycle with Paul Bergmann, our 
treasurer, on financial matters, writing checks 
and keeping books. This already is dedicated 
time for her, time she must spend to do her 
job. 

And I, as always, am available for 
appointments or needs at any time during the 
week. There is not a day that is off-limits. I 
just ask that you call. 

It is a good idea to call ahead, too, even if  
you plan to stop by during office hours on 
Monday and Thursday.

And maybe I’ll see you sometime at the 
movies.

Coming in 2017

A landmark year for 
United UUC!
It's our 140th 

Anniversary!
1877-2017

More information to 
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January dates to remember

January 1 - Happy New Year!
January 4, 9:30am - Threads United at Marcia Romashko's
January 4, 6:30pm - Buddhist Studies group at Linden Grove, Mukwonago
January 10, 7-9pm - Culver's Fundraising night - Culver's on Sunset
January 11, 4pm - United Board meeting
January 11, 6pm - Strange Brew - Magellan's Pizza
January 12, 10am - Strange Brew - Roots Coffee Bar and Cafe
January 15, 11:45am - Social Actions committee meeting
January 15 - Chili potluck
January 16, 9-3pm - start of  new office hours
January 18, 9:30am - Threads United at Marcia Romashko's
January 18, 6pm - United Book club
January 18, 6:30pm - Buddhist Studies group at Linden Grove, Mukwonago
January 23 - February newsletter deadline

Welcome to our New Director of  Religous Education

Dear United members and friends,
I am happy to report, in this holiday season, that we have found a new Director of  Religious 

Education to lead our Sunday children’s programming. Katelyn Berken, a recent graduate of  
Carroll University, will begin with us on January 8.

Katelyn picks up from our wonderful previous DRE, Darlyn Buelow, and will continue the 
lessons on World Religion that Darlyn started. She will be coordinating with the Religious 
Education Committee and with Cynara Fode, who has additional world religions material she has 
developed for her own children and friends.

Katelyn graduated in December with a degree in psychology and minors in sociology and 
history. She has a lot of  volunteer coordination experience on campus and works in various 
capacities with children, including as a child development provider in Brookfield and as a nanny 
for three children including one with special needs.

I am deeply grateful for the RE committee and especially Gen Freese for continuing our 
children’s programming during this time. Good things are happening.

Please help me welcome Katelyn.
Rev. David

As of  January 8, Katelyn will be 
available by email at 
dre@uniteduuc.org
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January Book Club - January 18, 6pm

For its January meeting, the United Book 
Club will read “The Third Reconstruction: 
How a Moral Movement Is Overcoming the 
Politics of  Division and Fear” by the Rev. 
Dr. William J. Barber II. 

Over the summer of  2013, Barber led 
more than 100,000 people at rallies across 
North Carolina to protest restrictions to 
voting access and an extreme makeover of  
state government. These protests—the 
largest state government–focused civil 
disobedience campaign in American 
history—came to be known as Moral 
Mondays and have since blossomed in states 
as diverse as Florida, Tennessee, Wisconsin, 
Ohio, and New York.

This book is the 2016-17 UUA Common 
Read. 

Join us in reading and discussion at 6 
p.m. Wednesday, January 18, at church.

 January Food pantry collection

For the month of  January we are 
looking for donations of  hot items, soup, 
stew, boxed meals etc. There is a bin for 
donations in the front foyer by the coat 
area.

The generosity of  United is 
alive and well in Waukesha

Christmas Eve offering collection 

The congregation donated a total of  
$696 for the Hope Center from the 
Christmas Eve service offering.  The 
money was handed to a very grateful 
Hope Center Director on Monday, 
December 26.

Clothing drives

As of  November 11, 146 pairs of  
shoes and boots and 20 purses have been 
donated and delivered to the Hope Center

Christmas Appeal donations

Sixteen good angels have made a 
contribution in response to our Christmas 

Appeal letter.  We received a total of  
$2,015 in donations.  This is a big help in 
funding our operating budget for the year. 

 
 Thank you for your donations!

Culver's Fundraising night - January 10

On January 10th we will be having a 
special fundraising night at Culver’s on Sunset 
in Waukesha (840 W. Sunset Drive). Culver’s 
will donate 10% of  money taken between 
7:00-9:00 pm to United.  This is a chance to 
get out and support United, but also a good 
opportunity to let our Waukesha community 
know we’re here.  Please come out and eat 
some delicious custard and fried cheese curds 
for a good cause – United!
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Thank you United Choir!
On the evening of  December 9, the 

United Choir went carolling around the 
Downtown Waukesha businesses and 
collected $341 for charities. 

Auction 2017 - Save the date – April 29th

The date has been set for our spring 
auction.  Please mark your calendars for 
Saturday, April 29th!  Angela Beaudoin, 
auctioneer extraordinaire, has agreed to join 
us again this year and we could not be more 
excited.   Angela’s sharp wit and warmth make 
spending money really fun! 

United’s newly-formed fundraising 
committee will be overseeing the auction in 
2017.  The fundraising committee, chaired by 
Mike Dawicki, is planning to kick off  the 
2017 auction season by having the first 
auction committee meeting during a coffee 
hour sometime in January.  If  you’d like to 
help with the auction, please contact Mike 
Dawicki or Patty Vanderpoel.  

Our auction is United’s largest fundraising 
event of  the year, bringing in revenues equal 
to more than 10% of  our annual budget. 
 Volunteering to help is a fun and interesting 
way to get to know your church community 
better.  There are auction tasks large and small 
that need attention.  Please consider giving 
some of  your valuable time to this important 
effort!  

Potluck - January 15

We kick off  2017 with a little spice at 
our next potluck - chili!

5 alarm, chicken, vegitarian....it's all 
good! Don't forget about salads, breads and 
desserts!

There will be a sign up sheet in the 
Fellowship hall or contact Kaye Wickenberg 
at kwikenberg@wi.rr.com for more 
information.
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Threads United - January 4 and 18, 
9:30am

Threads United is a group which was 
formed by the Social Action Committee. 
 The goal of  our group is not only to create 
quilts and any type of  stitched items to be 
donated to children in need, but equally 
important and rewarding is to create a bond 
between our members.

We meet the first and third Wednesdays 
of  each month, including the summer, at 
Marcia Romashko's home from 9:30 a.m. to 
about 2:30 p.m. with a break for lunch.

Threads is a very relaxed and fun group. 
For more information, please feel free to 
contact Marcia at 262-968-4636 or 
owasseh@yahoo.com.

Strange Brew discussion materials

The Soul Matters theme for January is 
"Prophecy". The discussion materials will be 
emailed out no later than January 1.

Strange Brew will be meeting  on January 
11, 6pm at Magellan's Pizza and again the 
next morning, January 12, 10am at Roots 
Coffebar and Cafe. 
Magellan's is located at 370 W. Main Street in 
downtown Waukesha. Roots is located at 363 
W. Main Street also, in downtown Waukesha.

Miramar Road land sold

United’s board of  trustees is pleased to 
announce that our land on Miramar Road in 
East Troy is sold!   After realtor’s fees, we 
have received $53,034. While we decide how 
to use our proceeds, the money has been put 
into a short-term CD.  The board is currently 
researching a variety of  options to make best 
use of  our money.   We plan to have a 
congregational meeting in mid-to-late 
February to discuss this.   

Stay tuned for future announcements.

Winter Circle Supper reminder

If  you are hosting a Circle Supper in 
January or February, please make sure to 
contact all of  your guests to coordinate a date, 
time and menu. Have fun!
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January Greeters and Coffee hosts

Date   Greeters                     Coffee hosts
1/1    John and Kaye W        Geoff  B and Ellen P
1/8    Meg and Moni W        Carol and John P
1/15  Chet and Sally C          Doug and Betty C
1/22  Barb J and Sandy Z     TBD
1/29  Michol F and Mike R   Sara T and Faye F

Please remember, you are responsible for finding 
your own replacements if  you are unable to attend 
church on your scheduled day.

Buddhist Study group - January 4 and 
18, 6:30pm

The Buddhist Study group continues to 
meet twice per month in Mukwonago, at 
the Linden Grove Campus,  837 County 
Road NN, Mukwonago. We have been 
welcomed there since 2009 and gather in 
their upstairs conference room (reached by 
elevator or steps). Meeting dates are the first 
and third Wednesdays of  each month. 
Questions can be directed to Patti Kies by 
using the group's email alias 
buddha@uniteduuc.org

The Buddhist Study group utilizes the 
UU small group ministry format, with a 
shared reading, rounds question, and 
reflection on material of  interest we read 
outside of  the group time, including our 
thoughts and questions. Over the span of  
years we have read and shared our 
perspectives on many different authors' 
writings. In January we will finish with our 
current book, the last chapter of  Pema 
Chodron's When Things Fall Apart. 

The following month we will discuss other 
articles and plan for the choice of  a next text 
source for ongoing study. A period of  
meditation in community is part of  all of  our 
meetings.We typically share a silent, seated 
meditation, but at times also incorporate 
walking meditation or guided meditation 
practices.

The group is open to members and friends 
of  the congregation, residents of  LG, as well as 
anyone who shares an interest in meditation 
and study of  the Buddhist path. Those who 
have been meeting for some time together 
greatly enjoy seeing fresh faces. We also have 
missed sharing our time with friend John B., 
whose recuperation and difficulties rebuilding 
his immune system have kept him away from 
being with the group during 2016. As we mark 
the turning of  the year to 2017, we include him 
in our wishes for all beings to be well, happy, 
and peaceful.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER CARRIE LOBDELL 

L to R Pearl Lobdell, Walter Lobdell, Carrie Lobdell, Rev. Franklin 

Varney & Mrs. Varney

Our longest serving Sunday school 
teacher was Carrie Lobdell.  She 

began teaching at the UUUSM Sunday 
school in 1900 when she was 14, and 
was still teaching at the church fifty 
years later in 1950.

She was honored when June 11 
1950, was declared “Carrie Lobdell 
Day” by the Church.   The day was set 
aside to celebrate and commemorate 
the 50 years that Carrie had served as a 
Sunday school teacher.  The program 
featured a Children’s Day program at 
10:30 followed by a social hour, a 
potluck dinner at one o’clock, and a 
program at two.  The program included 
the presentation of  a beautiful 
amethyst and rhinestone pin from the 
congregation, a tribute to Carrie by 
Sara Eng, reading of  letters from out - 
of  - towners, tributes from seven 
guests, singing and the reading of  the 
Martha Frazier history of  the church, 
   The Rev. Frank Varney of  Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, a former pastor of  the 
church from 1907-1912, was 
toastmaster for this special occasion. 
 Many of  Carrie’s former students 
attended this event and letters poured 
in from all over the country.  Carrie was 
also the church organist.             

 L to R Carrie Lobdell, Loraine Farris and Rev. Varney          

Looking back, by Susan Bergmann



January 2017
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Sunday 

Worship 

10:30AM

1 2 3 Threads 
United 
9:30AM

Buddhist Study group 
6:30PM

4 5 6 7

Sunday 

Worship 

10:30AM

8 9 Culver's 
fundraising 
night 79PM

10 United Board 
meeting 4PM

Strange Brew 6PM at 
Magellan's Pizza

11 Strange Brew 
10AM at 
Roots 
Coffeebar and cafe

12 13 14

Sunday 
Worship 
10:30AM

Social Actions 
Committee meeting 
11:45AM

Chili Potluck

15 16 17 Threads 
United 
9:30AM

 United Book Club 
6PM

Buddhist Study group 
6:30PM

18 19 20 21

Sunday 
Worship 
10:30AM

22 February 
newsletter 
deadline

23 24 25 26 27 28

Sunday 
Worship 
10:30AM

29 30 31




