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ComUUnicator
Bringing you the news of  the United Unitarian Universalist Congregation

December 2016 United UU Congregation
506 N. Washington Avenue

Waukesha, WI 53188
uniteduuc@gmail.com

December 4, 2016  - Rev. David Kraemer - When You Wish Upon A Star I

Our theme for December is “Presence.” On this Sunday we will consider how we can be present in 
prayer, what prayer can mean for us, how prayer can help us be present in the world. 

December 11, 2016 - Rev. David Kraemer and Gen Freese - Lady of  Guadalupe 
Multigenerational service

In 1531, a native Mexican peasant named Juan Diego was visited by a vision of  the Virgin Mary. Her 
presence change his life, and her presence in the lives of  the people of  Mexico ever since has been 
celebrated each year at this time. What can the Lady of  Guadalupe teach us? 

December 18, 2016 - Meg Whaley and Jackie Landers - Winter Solstice service

Come celebrate Winter Solstice with ritual, song, and story as we explore the myth of  Persephone 
and the transformative power of  the season. 
 

December 24, 2016 - Rev. David Kraemer - When You Wish Upon A Star II 

Join us for this multigenerational Christmas Eve service of  special music, hymns, candles and the 
Christmas Story. All are welcome. Service starts at 4PM.

December 25, No services today

Office hours
Tuesdays 9-3pm
Fridays 9-3 pm
262-544-1050



Page 2

“I am not crushed.  I am awake.”

       Fom the Soul Matters worship theme 
packet this month, these are the words of  a 
liberal activist interviewed about the presidential 
election. However you voted in this election and 
whatever you hope for this nation, these words 
speak to a spirit of  commitment and resistance 
that defines what it means to have faith. To have 
faith is to act on what is right without regard for 
whether your vision will ever come into being. 
To have faith is to act on what is right. To have 
faith is to act.
I have to tell you I am having some trouble with 
my own faith these days. I am deeply concerned 
with the potential effects of  many of  the 
policies that the incoming administration 
appears to be backing. A repeal of  the 
Affordable Care Act may leave many more 
people without health care coverage. A shift in 
the Supreme Court may mean a change in 
women’s reproductive rights, which in turn, may 
mean more back alley abortions and lives lost. 
And the nomination of  a “law and order” man 
to the position of  Attorney General means that 
the men and women, Native and white, who are 
camped out in prayer protest of  the Dakota 
Access Pipeline, and who have already been 
attacked by police dogs and tear gas, are in even 
greater danger.
These are not fundamentally partisan issues. 
There are human issues. Issues that I would 
hope appeal to everyone. You know that I 
believe in the basic goodness of  human beings, 
even when they say or do things that I think are 
not right. But right now that faith is being put 
to the test.
The challenge for us all is to “stay woke.” To 
 crushed, but to continue on with the hard work 
we have been doing, to maintain the light of  
liberal religion, to serve fellow humans, to 
deepen our own spirituality, even as we deepen 
our involvement in the world.

On the web site and posted on the bulletin 
board in the commons is a list of  things you can 
do to stay positive. It’s titled “Don’t Agonize, 
Organize.” The list will change as the weeks go 
on, so stay tuned. You might also pay attention 
to the new email blast on Mondays, “Events 
That Might Interest UU.” As your minister, I 
will be talking on coming Sundays about how 
we can “stay woke.” We will be looking for a 
way go forward.

Letter From the Minister

Rev. David Kraemer's hours:
Tuesday 9am-3pm
Friday 9am-3pm
minister@uniteduuc.org
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Announcements & Events
We miss Darlyn, but you should know the Religious Education Committee at United is stepping 

up to make sure our children are well served. Gen Freese will be leading Sunday children’s 
programming through December while we search for a new Director of  Religious Education. We 
have lessons planned. And from the comments of  children so far, Gen is loved already. Thanks! 

For those who don’t know, Darlyn Summers, our previous Director of  Religious Education, 
stepped down last month to be able to spend more time with her family, and to reconnect with this 
church as a member. We are grateful for her energy, creativity, and service.

Meanwhile, the following job ad went out to the United Unitarian churches of  Southeastern 
Wisconsin, to the Wisconsin Clergy Association, Facebook, the Website, SOPHIA ministers, YMCA 
and Carroll University.

United Unitarian Universalist Congregation of  Waukesha, Wis., invites inquiries and 
applications to fill the position of: Director of  Religious Education.
This is a 10-month position (September-June) to begin immediately. $17.50/hr. 7 
hours per week including Sundays. One Sunday off  per month 

Responsibilities: 
•Foster a community which nurtures spiritual growth in the church's children 
and youth, in partnership with church staff  and lay leadership.

•Share in ministry with the church's children's and youth education committee 
•Research and select curricula for Sunday children's and youth programs 
•Recruit, train and support volunteer leaders for Sunday children and youth 
programs 

•Collaborate with Minister and Music Director to plan and lead multi-
generational Sunday worship, storytelling and programming 

•Welcome and assimilate newcomer families, in partnership with church staff  
and lay leadership. 

•Supervise Child Care Providers 
•Encourage multi-generational social service, social justice and community-
building programs, in partnership with church staff  and lay leadership 

•Provide religious education announcements and calendar for Order of  Service, 
weekly email, monthly newsletter, social media and website

•Manage funds and maintain records for education program
All candidate whose approach to programming is compatible with the principles 

and spirit of  the church will be considered.
Application may be made by submitting a resume and cover letter to the Rev. 

David Kraemer. Email: minister@uniteduuc.org 
All applications will be held in confidence. Interviews will begin Dec. 5. 

Inquiries and applications are invited until the position is filled.
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Threads United - December 7 and 21

Threads United is a group which was 
formed as part of  our Social Action 
Committee. Our group has a twofold purpose: 
 first, to create stitched items to donate to 
anyone in need in the Waukesha community 
and second, to create a bond between those 
who join in the adventure!  Threads is a very 
relaxed group, so you don't have to know how 
to stitch…we can teach you.

Threads meets the first and third 
Wednesdays of  each month, including the 
summer, at Marcia Romashko's house from 
9:30 a.m. to about 2:30 p.m. with a break for 
your bag lunch.  For more information, please 
contact Marcia at 262-968-4636 or 
owasseh@yahoo.com.

A Note from Chris Ruck, Music Director

Greetings, and happy Fall! I hope everyone 
is enjoying the beginning of  the holiday season. 
For myself, I am particularly grateful this year 
to have discovered this congregation, and am 
honored to be serving as your music director. It 
is a real treat to play for a congregation that 
sings with the kind of  abandon that United's 
does! 

In addition to planning my own musical 
selections for services, the United Choir 
resumed rehearsal in September. We prepared 
two anthems for services in November and will 
be providing a musical offering during the 
Christmas Eve service as well. Additionally, the 
choir will be carolling in downtown Waukesha 
on December 9th at local businesses to raise 
money for a local charity. 

I am looking forward to sharing the 
upcoming holiday season with you. If  you ever 
have any questions about music at United, 
please feel free to contact me at 
christopher.ruck@sbcglobal.net.

Fun Fact - Susan Bergmann, Historian

We have just purchased a new 
printer/copier for the office for $430.  

Compare this to December 1993 when we 
paid $1,700 for a refurbished copier.  The 
copier that it was replacing was estimated to be 
worth about $200.  It was offered and sold to 
the highest bidder in the congregation.
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December dates to remember

December 4, 11:45am  - Hebron House meal preparation
December 7, 9:30am - Threads United
December 7, 6pm - Vespers service
December 7, 6:30pm - Buddhist Studies group-Mukwonago, see our website
December 11, 11:45am - Potluck (Pancake breakfast)
December 13, 6pm - Board meeting
December 14, 6pm - Strange Brew - Magellans Pizza, downtown Waukesha
December 15, 10am - Strange Brew -Roots Coffee Bar and Cafe , downtown Waukesha
December 21, 9:30am - Threads United
December 21, 6pm - Vespers service
December 21, 6:30pm - Buddhist Study Group-Mukwonago, see our website
December 24, 4p - Christmas Eve Service

Strange Brew

November’s launch of  “Strange Brew,” 
a slightly different spin on the former “Soul 
Matters” groups, was a great success. We 
will continue this discussion in December 
over pizza and beverages at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 14, at Magellan’s, 
370 W Main St., downtown Waukesha, or 
over coffee at 10 a.m. Thursday, December 
15, at Roots coffee shop, 363 W Main St., 
also downtown Waukesha.

The topic of  conversation will be 
drawn from the Soul Matters materials 
distributed at the beginning of  the month, 
-- December’s theme is “Presence” -- but 
there is no need for “homework.” Come as 
you are, with whatever you have, and that 
will be more than enough.

 PLEASE NOTE: The coffee location 
has changed from last month because 
“Steaming Cup” is very crowded at that 
time of  day. 

Welcome new United members!

We are surely growing our United family! If  
you have not done so, please extend a warm 
welcome to our newest members, Mary Beth 
Danielson, Len Lamberg, Erika Winkler and 
Cynara Fode.

We are so glad you have joined us in your 
spiritual journey!

Our new website page

Are you wondering how you can make your 
voice heard now that the election is over? We 
are compiling a running list of  positive things 
you can do, titled “Don’t Agonize, Organize.” 
A printed version is posted on the bulletin 
board in the fellowship hall. It is also available 
on the website under Get Involved.

We will update as we become aware of  
events or action. Please check the website, 
www.uniteduuc.org. And watch for the new 
Monday email post – “Events That May 
Interest UU.”
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Book Club

The book of  the month for the December 
meeting of  the United Book club will be The 
Third Reconstruction: How a Moral Movement 
Is Overcoming the Politics of  Division and Fear 
by William J. Barber II with Jonathan Wilson-
Hartgrove  This is the 2016-2017 Unitarian 
Universalist Association Common Read. In light 
of  the presidential election, its message is even 
more appropriate.

The UUA says “The Third Reconstruction 
offers helpful, practical guidance for engaging 
with justice movements born in response to 
local experiences of  larger injustices. Drawing 
on the prophetic traditions of  the Jewish and 
Christian scriptures, while making room for 
other sources of  truth, the book challenges us 
to ground our justice work in moral dissent, 
even when there is no reasonable expectation of  
political success, and to do the hard work of  
coalition building in a society that is fractured 
and polarized.”

Rev. Barber said recently during his speech 
at the Democratic National Convention, "Some 
issues are not left versus right, or liberal versus 
conservative, they are right versus wrong."  
 Rev. David Kraemer will be participating.

The date and time of  the Book Club 
meeting is being determined and will be 
announced shortly.

Vespers services offered in December

In this time of  gathering darkness and 
introspection, United will offer two evening 
Vespers services where you might spend 
some time tending to your soul. Vespers will 
be offered at 6 p.m. on two Wednesdays, 
December 7 and 21. Each service will offer 
words of  reflection and poetry, as well as 
time for quiet. 

Christmas Eve service, 4pm

We hope you will join us for our 
Christmas Eve service on December 24 at 
4pm. This service is truly special. We 
celebrate the love and joy of  the holiday 
season as well as enjoy traditional stories and 
music by candle light.

Please note, there 
will be no service on 
Sunday, December 
25.

Food Pantry collection

For the month of  December, we are 
concentrating our Food Pantry collection on 
items that make the holidays taste good! 
Stuffing, canned sweet potatoes, cranberry 
sauce, jello etc. The Food Pantry donation 
bin is in the front foyer by the coat area. 
 Thank you for your generosity!December potluck - December 11

Pancake Brunch and Holiday cheer! Besides 
pancakes, we will have sausages, fruit, holiday 
treats and hot cider. There will be a sign up 
sheet in the Fellowship hall or you can contact 
Kaye Wickenberg for more information.

Our potluck will be held after services in 
the Fellowship hall.

Hebron House meal preparation

After services on December 4, we will 
prepare a traditional holiday ham dinner for 
the folks at Hebron House. Anyone who 
wants to help is welcome. We will prepare 
ham, side dishes and desserts that will  be 
delivered afterwards.
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Love comes to Washington Avenue.

On November 21, the Waukesha Sign 
Review Board granted approval to hang a new 
“Standing on the Side of  Love” banner on the 
side of  the United building that faces 
Washington Avenue. It will measure 3 feet by 8 
feet and will proclaim to all just where we, as 
UUs, stand.

To help you carry love out into the world, 
we’ve ordered 50 “Standing on the Side of  
Love” buttons, as well. They will be available 
for $1 each in the office.

The Standing on the Side of  Love 
campaign was begun following the 2008 
shootings in the Tennessee Valley Unitarian 
Universalist Church in Knoxville. Since then, it 
has come to arch over the social justice work 
of  Unitarian Universalists across a spectrum of  
issues. According to the effort’s current 
website, Standing on the Side of  Love “is a 
campaign of  the Unitarian Universalist 
Association that ‘seeks to harness love’s power 
to end oppression.’ It is historically the social 
justice mobilization arm of  the UUA. Under its 
current leadership, it seeks to expand its 
mission in order to support spiritually rooted 
intersectional organizing and organizers across 
generations.

Christmas Clearing Council

 The Social Action committee is happy 
to announce that we are adopting two 
families (a total of  6 children) through the 
Christmas Clearing Council.  These are two 
local families experiencing financial 
struggles. Here's how you can participate:

*Take a gift tag(s) from the tree found in the 
Fellowship Hall and purchase the gift listed.
*Please do NOT wrap the gift.
*Return the gift tag with the gift.
*Please provide a gift receipt with the gift.
*Final day to bring gifts to church is Sunday, 
December 11.
*If  you'd rather make a monetary donation, 
please turn that in to Ellen Poplawski.  A 
contribution of  any amount is appreciated.

The gift tags are only for the children of  
the families. In previous years, we have had 
enough money to provide gift cards for 
grocery or department stores for the 
parents. We hope to be able to do so this 
year again.

Please call or text Ellen Poplawski @ 
262-844-5161 with any questions.

December Greeters and Coffee hosts

12/4:   Greeters: Dave A and Lisa B
            Coffee hosts: Jennifer and Pam B
12/11: Greeters: Kelly M and Jim B
            Coffee hosts: Bonnie K, Dave and Mellisa S
12/18 : Greeters: Jenny M and Heidi W
            Coffee hosts: Barb J and Sandy Z
12/24:  Greeters: Paula P and Stewart S
            NO COFFEE SERVICE
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Looking Back by Susan Bergmann
THE CHRISTMAS APPEAL & SARA ENG 

Sometimes a church needs an angel, and we 
have ours in Sara Eng.  She is perhaps best 

known for the amazing $210,311 donation to 
the endowment that she made in 1997. We have 
used the endowment in times of  crisis and we 
continue to use the interest income that the 
fund earns to supplement our yearly budgets. 
 The endowment also played an important role 
in the bank offering us such a favorable 
mortgage rate when we purchased our present 
home in Waukesha.  

I had always thought that this was Sara’s 
one big contribution to our church, so I was 
surprised to learn that her generosity spanned 
several decades. There is no record of  how 
many times or exactly how much Sara gave to 
our congregation over the years, but I found 
several examples of  her generosity that I want 
to share with you. 

This lovely article by Nissley Kaste in the 
1995 January newsletter refers to a letter that 
Sara Eng wrote when she donated to the 
Christmas Appeal in 1994.  Nissley observed 
that the letter was “chock full of  droll 
observations.”  They may be a little dated, but it 
is nice to know that our Sara had a sense of  
humor.  

Other examples of  her generosity include a 
gift in 1997 of  $9,820 followed by another of  
$20,000.  I also found a letter about a 1984 gift 
that Sara made in memory of  her brothers Lee 
and George Lobdell.  Her financial support at 
that time helped keep the struggling fledgling 
congregation afloat in the years after the church 
almost closed in 1984.  

Although Sara moved away from 
Mukwonago when she married Sidney Eng, she 

remained loyal to the church of  her childhood 
that she loved so dearly.  For her it was filled 
with happy memories, where she was baptized 
and raised by her parents who were extremely 
active church members.  Her mother, Carrie 
Lobdell, was our longest serving Sunday school 
teacher, who was honored when June 11, 1950 
was declared Carrie Lobdell Day.  The 
celebration included a service, a dinner and a 
program to celebrate her 50 years of  service to 
the church.  The guests included several former 
ministers and letters from all over the country 
from her former students.  

Sara was an incredibly generous woman 
whose love for our church is evident in the 
1984 letter she wrote to Loraine and Ave Farris, 
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expressing how glad she was that the church 
would open again.

“I am sure most of  us wouldn’t be the 
characters we are today if  it hadn’t been for the 
beautiful faith we were all brought up in.  I 
never cease to thank the good Lord that I was 
brought up in a liberal religion.”

Sara would be thrilled to know the church 
that she and her parents loved so dearly is still 
going strong, and our congregation will always 
be grateful for our wonderful angel, Sara Eng.  



December 2016
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3

Hebron House 
meal 
preparation, 
after services

4 5 6 9:30am 
Threads 
United

6:00pm Vespers 
service

6:30pm Buddhist 
Studies group

7 8 9 10

11:45am 
Potluck 11 12 6:00pm 

United Board 
meeting

13 6:00pm 
Strange Brew, 
Magellan's on 
Main

14 10:00am 
Strange Brew, 
Roots Coffe 
bar and cafe

15 16 17

18 19 20 9:30am 
Threads 
United

6:00pm Vespers 
service

6:30pm Buddhist 
Studies group

21 22 23 4:00pm 
Christmas 
Eve service

24

NO 
SERVICES 
TODAY

25 26 27 28 29 30 31




